
Reading 

 

 

Word Reading 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Apply phonic 

knowledge and skills 

as the route to 

decode words. 

 

Continue to apply phonic 

knowledge and skills as the 

route to decode words until 

automatic decoding has 

become embedded and 

reading is fluent.  

  

 Aspect       

Skills Phonic 

Knowledge 

Apply phonic 

knowledge and skills 

to decode words. 

 

 

 

Continue to apply phonic 

knowledge and skills to 

decode words (until 

decoding is automatic and 

reading is fluent).  

    

Knowledg

e 

 Recognise sounds in 

words (including 

special friends), 

decode, read the 

word. 

Recognise sounds in words at 

a faster rate (including 

special friends and 

alternative GPCs), decode, 

read the word.  

    

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

When reading any 

decodable word, 

children can identify 

special friends 

(digraphs/trigraphs), 

Fred Talk (sound out 

the word) before 

reading the word. 

 

This skill/knowledge 

should also be 

applied when a child 

is reading on a 1:1 

RWI 

When reading any decodable 

word, children can identify 

special friends 

(digraphs/trigraphs, including 

alternative GPCs), Fred Talk 

(sound out the word) before 

reading the word. 

 

This skill/knowledge should 

also be applied when a child 

is reading on a 1:1 basis or 

within a small group in their 

Book Talk lesson.  
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basis or within a 

small group in their 

Book Talk lesson.  

 

 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Respond speedily 

with the correct 

sound to graphemes 

(letters or groups of 

letters) for all 40+ 

phonemes, 

including, where 

applicable, 

alternative sounds 

for graphemes. 

   

Skills Grapheme-

phoneme 

correspondenc

e   

Respond speedily 

with the correct 

sound to graphemes 

for all 40 or more 

phonemes, including 

alternative sounds 

for graphemes 

where applicable.  

     

Knowledg

e 

 The phonemes for 

the 44 GPCs, 

including alternative 

sounds sounds such 

as; m, a, s, d, t, i, n, 

p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, 

l, h, sh, r, j, v, y, w, 

th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, 

nk, ay, ee, igh, ow, 

oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, 

ou, oy, ea, oi, a_e, 

i_e, o_e, u_e, aw, 
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are, ur, er, ow, ai, 

oa, ew, ire, ear, ure, 

ue, ie, au, e_e, kn, 

ck, wh, ph and 

respond speedily 

when presented 

with these GPCs.  

Coverage- 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

Children are taught 

all 44 GPCs in a 

sequential order.  

     

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Read accurately by 

blending sounds in 

unfamiliar words 

containing GPCs 

that have been 

taught.  

Read accurately by blending 

the sounds in words that 

contain the graphemes 

taught so far, especially 

recognising alternative 

sounds for graphemes. 

  

Skill Blending Read accurately by 

blending sounds in 

unfamiliar words 

containing taught 

GPCS.  

Read accurately by blending 

the sounds in words that 

contain taught graphemes, 

recognising alternatives 

sounds for graphemes.  

    

Knowledg

e 

 Children know how 

to blend sounds in 

unfamiliar words 

containing taught 

GPCs, by recognising 

diagraphs and 

trigraphs before 

reading.  

Children continue to blend 

sounds in words using taught 

graphemes, by recognising 

diagraphs and trigraphs 

before reading, including 

recognising alternative 

sounds for graphemes.  

    

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

When encountering 

unfamiliar words, 

children use the 

RWI 

Children continue to use the 

routine of ‘special friends’, 
‘Fred talk’, ‘read the word’ to 
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routine of ‘special 
friends’, ‘Fred talk’,  
‘read the word’ to 

help them 

accurately blend 

sounds to read 

words.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
read accurately, 

blending sounds in 

unfamiliar words 

(GPCs taught)’.  

help them accurately blend 

the sounds in words that 

contain taught graphemes, 

including alternative sounds 

for graphemes.  

Book Talk 

Progressing Towards 

– ‘I can read dialogue 
accurately’.  

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Read common 

exception words, 

noting unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling 

and sound and 

where these occur 

in the word. 

Read further common 

exception words, noting 

unusual correspondence 

between spelling and sound 

and where these occur in the 

word. 

Read further exception words, noting the 

unusual correspondences between spelling 

and sound, and where these occur in the 

word. 

 

Skill Common 

Exception 

Words 

Read common 

exception and high-

frequency words, 

noticing some 

unusual 

correspondence 

between spelling 

and sound, and 

where these occur 

in the word. 

Read further common 

exception words, pointing 

out unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound 

and where these occur in the 

word.  

Notice words with 

unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling and 

sound when reading 

newly encountered 

vocabulary.  

Identify and read 

further words with 

unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling 

and sound, drawing 

on their knowledge 

of familiar 

vocabulary.  
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Knowledg

e 

 Children will know 

that they cannot 

sound out common 

exception words 

and some high 

frequency words 

cannot be sounded 

out. Children will 

notice some unusual 

correspondence 

between spelling 

and sound, and 

where these occur 

in the word. 

Children will know 

the following 

common exception 

words; the, a, do, to, 

today, of, said, says, 

are, were, was, is, 

his, has, I, you, your, 

they, be, he, me, 

she, we, no, go, so, 

by, my, here, there, 

where, love, come, 

some, one, once, 

ask, friend, school, 

put, push, pull, full, 

house.  

Children will recall that they 

cannot sound out common 

exception words. Children 

will be able to point out 

unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound 

and where these occur in the 

word. Children will know the 

following common exception 

words;  

Children will notice and 

read further exception 

words with unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling and 

sound when reading 

new vocabulary.  

Children will 

identify and read 

further exception 

words with unusual 

correspondences 

between spelling 

and sound, using 

their knowledge of 

familiar vocabulary 

to help them.  

  

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

Common exception 

words are taught as 

‘red words’. 
Children hear the 

RWI 

Children continue to hear the 

teacher modelling how to 

read red words. Together, 

the tricky sounds are 

Individual Reading/1:1 

Reading/Book Talk 

 

 

Individual 

Reading/1:1 

Reading/Book Talk 

 

Book Talk 
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teacher modelling 

how to read the 

word. Together, the 

tricky sounds are 

identified (unusual 

correspondence 

between spelling 

and sound and 

where these occur 

in the word). Red 

words are practiced 

at least twice a 

week in RWI 

lessons.   

In addition to the 

common exception 

words listed above 

children will also 

learn; want, what, 

to, old, her, does, 

all, call, tall, small, 

many, any, anyone, 

watch, who, 

brother, other, 

mother, father, 

above, two, buy, 

worse, walk, talk, 

bought, caught, 

through, thought, 

whole, wear, could, 

would, should, 

great, saw, why, 

now, how, down, 

over, son, water, 

identified (unusual 

correspondence between 

spelling and sound and 

where these occur in the 

word). Red words are 

practiced at least twice a 

week in RWI lessons. In 

addition to the common 

exception words listed above 

children will also learn; want, 

what, to, old, her, does, all, 

call, tall, small, many, any, 

anyone, watch, who, 

brother, other, mother, 

father, above, two, buy, 

worse, walk, talk, bought, 

caught, through, thought, 

whole, wear, could, would, 

should, great, saw, why, 

now, how, down, over, son, 

water, ball, everyone, their, 

people. 

Book Talk 

Way Ahead – ‘I can 
read common exception 

words, noting unusual 

correspondences’.  
 

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can read further 
exception words, 

noting unusual 

correspondences’.  
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ball, everyone, their, 

people.  

1:1 Reading 

If children have not 

achieved the first 

100 high frequency 

words in Reception, 

the sets will 

continue to be 

practiced both at 

home and at school. 

During 1:1 reading, 

teachers will assess 

children on their 

high frequency 

words.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
locate and point out 

initial/final sounds 

in tricky or key 

words’.  
 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Read words 

containing taught 

GPCs and –s, -es, -

ing, -ed, -er and –est 

endings.  

Read words containing 

common suffixes. 

Apply their growing knowledge of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes (etymology and 

morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, 

both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words they meet.  

Apply their growing knowledge of 

root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(morphology and etymology), as 

listed in English Appendix 1, both to 

read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words they meet.  

Skill Prefixes, 

suffixes, 

Read words 

containing taught 

Read words containing 

common suffixes. 

Apply their growing 

knowledge of age-

Apply their growing 

knowledge of age-

Apply and explain 

their knowledge of 

Analyse the 

etymology and 
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morphology 

and 

etymology.  

GPCs and word 

endings. 

appropriate root 

words, prefixes and 

suffixes to facilitate 

reading aloud.  

appropriate root 

words, prefixes and 

suffixes to read 

aloud and 

understand the 

meaning of new 

words. 

age-appropriate 

root words, prefixes 

and suffixes 

(etymology and 

morphology) to 

read aloud and 

understand the 

meaning of new 

words.  

morphology of 

words to read 

aloud and 

understand 

the meaning 

of new words. 

Knowledg

e 

 Children are able to 

use the routine of 

special friends 

(including 

recognising the 

suffix endings; -s, -

es, -ing, -ed, -er and 

-est), Fred Talk, read 

the word to help 

them read words 

containing taught 

GPCs.  

Children identify the 

common suffixes such as; -

ment, -ness, -ful, -less and –
ly, when using decoding 

strategies (special friends, 

Fred talk, read the word) 

building on the root words 

they have already learned to 

help them read the word.  

Children are able to 

use their growing 

knowledge of age-

appropriate root 

words, prefixes (dis-, 

mis-, un-) and suffixes 

(-ous, -ly) when 

decoding to facilitate 

their reading aloud.  

Children are able to 

use their growing 

knowledge of age-

appropriate root 

words, prefixes 

(anti-, auto-, super-) 

and suffix (-ation) 

when decoding to 

facilitate their 

reading aloud. 

Children are also 

able to use this 

knowledge to help 

them understand 

new words that 

they encounter.  

Children are able to 

use and explain 

their growing 

knowledge of age-

appropriate root 

words, prefixes (de-

) and suffixes (-ate 

and –ise) when 

decoding to 

facilitate their 

reading aloud. 

Children are also 

able to use this 

knowledge to help 

them understand 

new words that 

they encounter. 

Children are 

able to use a 

wide range of 

root words, 

prefixes and 

suffixes when 

decoding to 

facilitate their 

reading aloud. 

Children are 

also able to 

use this 

knowledge 

along with 

their analysis 

to help them 

understand 

new words 

that they 

encounter.  

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

Within each lesson, 

the children read 

green words 

(decodable) 

RWI 

Each week, the children are 

shown root words and 

suffixes that appear in their 

storybook for the week. The 

SPaG 

Children will be taught 

the prefixes; dis-, mis- 

and un- and the 

suffixes; -ous and –ly.  

SPaG 

Children will be 

taught the prefixes; 

anti-, auto- and 

super- and the 

SPaG 

Children will be 

taught the prefix; 

de- and the suffixes; 

-ate and -ise. They 

SPaG 

Children will 

be taught the 

prefixes; -over, 

and –re. They 
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containing the GPC 

they have learnt 

that lesson. They 

also review green 

words containing 

past sounds taught, 

ensuring they have 

retained that 

knowledge.  

Each week, the 

children are shown 

root words and 

suffixes that appear 

in their storybook 

for the week. The 

children then use 

the decoding 

strategies taught 

previously to help 

them read the 

words. Throughout 

the week they also 

have the 

opportunity to  

practice reading 

these with their 

learning partner 

before 

independently read 

these within their 

story book. 

Book Talk 

children then use the 

decoding strategies taught 

previously to help them read 

the words. Throughout the 

week they also have the 

opportunity to practice 

reading these with their 

learning partner before 

independently reading these 

within their story book. 

 

1:1 Reading/Book 

Talk/Individual 

Reading 

Children will be able to 

apply their knowledge 

of prefixes and suffixes 

to help them decode 

words.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can read 
words containing 

common suffixes’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can decode words in 

context, using what I 

know about word 

beginnings and 

endings’.  

suffix; -ation. 

 

1:1 Reading/Book 

Talk/Individual 

Reading 

Children will be able 

to apply their 

knowledge of 

prefixes and suffixes 

to help them when 

reading aloud as 

well as supporting 

their understanding 

with new words 

they encounter.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
apply knowledge of 

prefixes and suffixes 

when reading’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can decode 

unknown words 

from roots and 

spelling patterns’.  

will also review the 

prefixes; dis- and 

mis-.  

 

1:1 Reading/Book 

Talk/Individual 

Reading 

Children will be able 

to explain and apply 

their knowledge of 

prefixes and suffixes 

to help them when 

reading aloud as 

well as supporting 

their understanding 

with new words 

they encounter. 

Book Talk 

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can apply my 
growing knowledge 

of root words, 

prefixes and suffixes 

in context’.  

will also be 

taught the 

suffix; -ify.  

 

1:1 

Reading/Book 

Talk/Individua

l Reading 

Children will 

be able to 

explain their 

knowledge of 

prefixes and 

suffixes (based 

on their 

analysis of 

new words 

they have 

encountered). 

They will use 

this 

knowledge to 

help them 

when reading, 

including 

reading aloud 

as well as 

supporting 

and 

developing 

their 

understanding 

of new words 

they 
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On Track – ‘I 
can read words 

containing taught 

GPCs & endings (-s, -

es, -ing, -ed, -er, -

est).  

encounter. 

Book 

Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I 
can identify 

patterns in 

words used by 

the author, 

e.g. root 

words, 

prefixes, 

suffixes and 

hyphens’.   
National 

Curriculu

m 

 Read other words of 

more than one 

syllable that contain 

taught GPCs. 

Read accurately words of 

two or more syllables that 

contain the same graphemes 

as above.  

  

Skill Words 

containing 

GPCs. 

Read words of one 

or more syllables 

that contain taught 

GPCs.  

Accurately read words of two 

or more syllables that 

contain known graphemes.  

    

Knowledg

e 

 Children are able to 

break words down 

into syllables to help 

them decode longer 

words that contain 

taught GPCs.  

Children are able to break 

words down into syllables to 

help them accurately read 

words that contain known 

graphemes.  

    

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

When children are 

reading words that 

contain taught 

RWI 

When children are reading 

words that contain taught 

GPCs, this will include 
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GPCs, this will 

include multisyllabic 

words. Children are 

taught how to break 

these words down 

into each syllable 

before using the 

same reading 

techniques (special 

friends, Fred talk, 

read the word) to 

help them decode 

and read the word.  

 

Book Talk 

Way Ahead – 

‘I can read words 
containing more 

than one syllable 

that contain taught 

GPCs’.  

multisyllabic words. Children 

are taught how to break 

these words down into each 

syllable before using the 

same reading techniques 

(special friends, Fred talk, 

read the word) to help them 

read the word accurately.  

 

Book Talk 

 
Progressing Towards – ‘I can 
accurately read words of two 

or more syllables that 

contain learnt graphemes’.  

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Read words with 

contractions (for 

example, I’m, I’ll, 
we’ll), and 

understand that the 

apostrophe 

represents the 

omitted letter (s).  

   

Skill Contractions Read words with 

contractions. 

     

Knowledg  Children will know      
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e that some words 

can be contracted 

into their short form 

by omitting a letter 

with an apostrophe. 

They will know that 

the words; ‘I am’, ‘I 
will’, ‘we will’ 

become ‘I’m’, ‘I’ll’ 
and ‘we’ll’.  

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 SPaG 

Children will be 

taught about 

contractions and 

apostrophes for 

omissions.    

1:1 Reading/Book 

Talk 

Children will be able 

to apply their 

knowledge gained in 

their SPaG lessons 

to help them read 

contractions.  

     

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Read aloud 

accurately books 

that are consistent 

with their 

developing phonic 

knowledge and that 

do not require them 

to use other 

strategies to work 

out words.  

Read aloud books closely 

matched to their improving 

phonic knowledge, without 

overt sounding and blending, 

when they have been 

frequently encountered.  
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Skill Reading aloud Read books aloud 

that are consistent 

with their phonic 

knowledge and do 

not require them to 

use other word-

reading strategies.  

Read books aloud that are 

consistent with their 

improving phonic knowledge, 

sounding out unfamiliar 

words accurately, 

automatically and without 

undue hesitation.  

    

Knowledg

e 

 Children will be able 

to use their phonic 

knowledge to read 

aloud books. 

Children will be able to use 

their improving phonic 

knowledge to help them 

sound out unfamiliar words 

accurately and automatically 

enabling them to read books 

aloud.  

    

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

Children will be able 

to use their phonic 

knowledge (special 

friends, Fred talk, 

read the word) to 

read aloud books.  

Book Talk/1:1 

Reading 

Children will have 

the opportunity to 

use their phonics 

knowledge to read 

aloud books. 

RWI 

Children will be able to use 

their phonic knowledge 

(special friends, Fred talk, 

read the word) to sound out 

unfamiliar words accurately 

enabling them to read aloud 

books.  

Book Talk/1:1 Reading 

Children will have the 

opportunity to use their 

phonics knowledge to sound 

out unfamiliar words and 

read aloud books. 

Book Talk 

Progressing Towards 

– ‘I can read whole books 
independently’.  
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National 

Curriculu

m 

 Re-read these books 

to build up their 

fluency and 

confidence in word 

reading.  

Read most words quickly and 

accurately, without overt 

sounding and blending, when 

they have been frequently 

encountered. 

 

Re-read these books to build 

up their fluency and 

confidence in word reading. 

  

Skill Fluency Reread books to 

improve their 

fluency and word 

reading. 

Read most common words 

quickly and accurately, 

continuing to reread books 

to build their fluency and 

confidence.  

    

Knowledg

e 

 Children are able to 

read a book on 

more than one 

occasion enabling 

them to decode and 

recognise words at a 

faster rate 

improving their 

fluency.  

Children recognise and read 

most words quickly and 

accurately.  

 

They re-read books 

consistent with their 

improving phonic knowledge 

building up their fluency and 

confidence.  

    

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

Children read a book 

that is matched to 

their phonics 

knowledge. They 

read this book three 

times over the 

course of a week to 

improve their 

fluency.  

RWI 

Children read a book that is 

matched to their phonics 

ability. They read this book 

three times over the course 

of a week to improve their 

fluency. 

Book Talk 

Children read the same book 

over a two week period 

allowing them to practice 
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reading fluently.  

                                                                              Comprehension 

  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Listening to and 

discussing a wide 

range of poems, 

stories and non-

fiction at a level 

beyond that at 

which they can read 

independently.  

 

Participate in 

discussion about 

what is read to 

them, taking turns 

and listening to 

what others say. 

Listening to, discussing and 

expressing views about a 

wide range of contemporary 

and classic poetry, stories 

and non-fiction at a level 

beyond that at which they 

can read independently.  

 

Participate in discussion 

about books, poems and 

other works that are read to 

them and those that they can 

read for themselves, taking 

turns and listening to what 

others say. 

Listening to and discussing a wide range of 

fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks.  

 

Recognising some different forms of poetry 

[for example, free verse, narrative, poetry].  

 

Participate in discussion about both books 

that are read to them and those that they can 

read for themselves, taking turns and listening 

to what others say. 

Continuing to read and discuss an 

increasingly wide range of fiction, 

poetry, plays, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks.  

 

Participate in discussions about 

books that are read to them and 

those that they can read for 

themselves, building on their own 

and others’ ideas and challenging 
views courteously. 

Skill Pleasure and 

motivation to 

read 

Listen to, enjoy and 

talk about poems, 

stories and non-

fiction texts.  

Listen to, discuss and give 

views about a range of 

poems, stories and non-

fiction texts with increasing 

motivation.  

Listen to, read 

independently and 

discuss a range of 

fiction, poetry, plays 

and non-fiction and 

reference books, 

making enthusiastic 

and positive 

contributions in turn 

that show their 

understanding. 

Listen to, read 

independently and 

discuss a range of 

fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction, 

reference books 

and textbooks, 

making increasingly 

effective 

contributions in 

turn that show their 

understanding.  

Read, discuss and 

enjoy a wide range 

of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction 

and reference 

books or textbooks 

with enthusiasm 

and understanding 

in a range of 

contexts. 

Read, discuss 

and 

understand an 

increasingly 

wide range of 

fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-

fiction and 

reference 

books or 

textbooks with 

enthusiasm, 

building on 

their own and 

others’ ideas 
and 
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challenging 

views 

constructively.  

Knowledg

e 

 Children listen 

attentively to, have 

knowledge about 

and are able to 

discuss a wide range 

of poems, stories 

and non-fiction texts 

that have been 

shared with them 

and that they have 

enjoyed.   

 

Children know 

expectations for 

effective discussion 

e.g. taking turns, 

listening carefully to 

others (including 

considering their 

opinions), waiting 

for their turn to 

speak etc.  

Children listen attentively to, 

have knowledge about, are 

able to discuss and express 

their viewpoint about a wide 

range of poems, stories and 

non-fiction texts that have 

been shared with them and 

that they have enjoyed. 

 

Children remember and are 

able to apply the 

expectations set out in Year 1 

for effective discussions.   

Children listen 

attentively to, read 

independently, have 

knowledge about, 

discuss and make 

positive contributions 

that demonstrate their 

understanding about a 

wide range of fiction, 

poetry, plays and non-

fiction and reference 

books.  

 

Children understand, 

are able to generate 

and follow the 

expectations of an 

effective discussion. 

Children know that in 

order for a discussion 

to be effective all 

children need to 

participate. 

Children listen 

attentively to, read 

independently, 

have knowledge 

about, discuss and 

make effective 

contributions that 

demonstrate their 

understanding 

about a wide range 

of fiction, poetry, 

plays and non-

fiction and 

reference books. 

 

Children are 

confident in 

generating and 

following the 

expectations of an 

effective discussion. 

Children know that 

in order for a 

discussion to be 

effective all children 

need to participate. 

Children enjoy 

reading and 

discussing a wide 

range of fiction, 

poetry, plays, non-

fiction and 

reference books or 

textbooks with 

enthusiasm and 

understanding in a 

range of contexts. 

 

Children are able to 

confidently 

participate in 

effective 

discussions about 

books as a result of 

their teacher 

providing guidance 

and feedback on 

the quality of their 

explanations and 

contributions to 

discussions.   

Children 

continue to 

enjoy reading,  

discussing and 

sharing their 

understanding 

of a wide 

range of 

fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-

fiction and 

reference 

books or 

textbooks with 

enthusiasm 

and 

understanding 

in a range of 

contexts. 

Children are 

also able to 

listen and 

interpret the 

ideas of their 

peers. 

Children are 

able to reflect 
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on their peer’s 

viewpoints 

enabling them 

themselves to 

build on their 

initial ideas as 

well as 

challenging 

the viewpoints 

of their peers 

when they 

disagree 

constructively 

and 

courteously.  

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 Class reader – Class 

Teacher to expose 

children to a range 

of high quality 

(nominated for 

awards such as; 

CILIP Carnegie and 

Kate Greenaway 

medals) poems, 

stories and non-

fiction through 

reading aloud.  

 

Book Talk 

Considerations for 

effective discussion 

will be modelled to 

the children and 

expectations will be 

Class reader – Class Teacher 

to expose children to a range 

of high quality (nominated 

for awards such as; CILIP 

Carnegie and Kate 

Greenaway medals) poems, 

stories and non-fiction 

through reading aloud. 

 

Book Talk 

Considerations for effective 

discussion will continue to be 

modelled to the children and 

expectations will be set, 

including all pupils 

participating in the 

discussion. The children will 

also receive feedback on 

their discussions and how 

Class reader – Class 

Teacher to expose 

children to a range of 

high quality 

(nominated for awards 

such as; CILIP Carnegie 

and Kate Greenaway 

medals) fiction, poems, 

plays, non-fiction and 

reference books 

through reading aloud 

and recommendations 

for children to read 

independently. 

 

Book Talk 

Children will have the 

opportunity to 

generate expectations 

Class reader – Class 

Teacher to expose 

children to a range 

of high quality 

(nominated for 

awards such as; 

CILIP Carnegie and 

Kate Greenaway 

medals) fiction, 

poems, plays, non-

fiction and 

reference books 

through reading 

aloud and 

recommendations 

for children to read 

independently. 

 

Book Talk 

Class Teacher – to 

recommend 

children to a range 

of high quality 

(nominated for 

awards such as 

CILIP Carnegie and 

Kate Greenaway 

medals), fiction, 

poems, plays, non-

fiction, reference 

and textbooks for 

children to read 

independently.  

 

Book Talk 

Children will have 

the opportunity to 

discuss the books 

Class Teacher- 

to recommend 

children to a 

range of high 

quality 

(nominated 

for awards 

such as CILIP 

Carnegie and 

Kate 

Greenaway 

medals), 

fiction, poems, 

plays, non-

fiction, 

reference and 

textbooks for 

children to 

read 
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set, including all 

pupils participating 

in the discussion. 

The children will 

also receive 

feedback on their 

discussions and how 

they can improve, 

this will link to the 

Book Talk points 

system.  

they can improve, this will 

link to the Book Talk points 

system. 

 

for effective discussion 

and evaluate the 

effectiveness of these.  

 

Way Ahead – ‘I 
can take part in 

discussions about 

different texts and 

consider how they 

comment on our 

world’.  
 

Children will have 

the opportunity to 

generate 

expectations for 

effective discussion 

and evaluate the 

effectiveness of 

these.  

 

On Track – ‘I 
can talk with friends 

about books in an 

opinionated and 

extended way, i.e. 

four or five 

sentences orally’.  
 

they read with their 

peers. The children 

will also be given 

the opportunity to 

share their 

discussion with 

their class teacher 

and will receive 

feedback based on 

the quality of their 

explanations, 

linking to the Book 

Talk points system.  

independently

. 

Book Talk 

Children will 

have the 

opportunity to 

discuss the 

books they 

read with their 

peers. The 

children will 

also be given 

the 

opportunity to 

share their 

discussion 

with their class 

teacher and 

will receive 

feedback 

based on the 

quality of their 

explanations, 

linking to the 

Book Talk 

points system. 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Being encouraged to 

link what they read 

or hear read to their 

own experiences.  

Discussing the sequence of 

events in books and how 

items of information are 

related.  

Identifying main ideas drawn from more than 

one paragraph and summarising these.  

Summarising the main ideas drawn 

from more than one paragraph, 

identifying key details that support 

the main ideas.  
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Skill Sequencing 

and 

summarising 

Link what they read 

or hear to their own 

experiences and 

understanding of a 

topic or events. 

Identify the sequence of 

events in a simple text, 

saying what happens next 

and why it happens. 

Identify the main point 

of each paragraph in a 

short text. 

Identify and 

summarise the 

main ideas drawn 

from more than one 

paragraph in longer 

texts.  

Summarise the 

main ideas drawn 

from more than one 

paragraph, 

beginning to 

identify details that 

support the main 

idea.  

Summarise the 

main ideas 

drawn from 

more than one 

paragraph, 

identifying key 

details that 

support the 

main idea or 

ideas. 

Knowledg

e 

 Children can identify 

basic similarities and 

differences between 

their own 

experiences and 

that of story 

characters.   

Children understand the 

main events in simple texts 

and can sequence these in 

the order in which they 

occur, discussing how items 

of information are related.  

Children can identify 

the main point of each 

paragraph within a 

short text.  

Children can 

identify the main 

ideas in paragraphs 

and can usually 

summarise, 

including some of 

the main ideas in 

one or two 

sentences using key 

vocabulary from the 

text. 

Children can 

identify the main 

ideas in paragraphs 

and can usually 

summarise, 

including most of 

the main ideas in a 

series of sentences 

using their own 

words and key 

vocabulary from the 

text.  

Children 

understand 

that 

summarising 

means to give 

a brief 

statement of 

the main ideas 

drawn from a 

paragraph, 

multiple 

paragraphs or 

a whole text.  

Children can 

confidently 

summarise the 

main ideas 

drawn from 

more than one 

paragraph as 

well as identify 

key details 

that support 

the main idea 
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or ideas. 

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards –  ‘I 
can talk about items 

I’ve touched that 

feel similar’.  

 ‘I can relate 
smells in a story to 

my own 

experiences’.  

 ‘I can relate 
story settings and 

incidents to my own 

experiences’. 

 ‘I can relate 
to incidents in a 

story and imagine 

how they would 

make me feel’. 
 

Book Talk 

Way Ahead – ‘I can 
sequence a story and add 

details to the plot points’.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
summarise the 

features of a location 

in a story/text’.  
 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
skim read to gain an 

overall impression 

of a text’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can talk about the 

central theme of a 

text and summarise 

it, e.g. betrayal of 

loved ones.  

Way Ahead – 

‘I can summarise 
the overall impact 

of a story/text on 

the reader’.  
 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
sustain interest in 

longer texts, 

returning after a 

break and still being 

able to retain key 

information’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can paraphrase 

sections of a text 

and comment on 

their impact on the 

reader’.  

Book Talk 

Progres

sing Towards 

– ‘I can 
precisely 

summarise the 

genre and 

trace evidence 

of its 

execution’.  
 

Way Ahead 

‘I can 
synthesise 

information 

from various 

parts of a text 

to consider its 

overall 

effectiveness’. 
 

‘I can 
comment on 

the wider 

importance of 

events/ideas 
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 ‘I can make 
connections 

between a text and 

my personal 

experiences’.  
 

 ‘I can relate 
what happens to 

characters to my 

personal 

experiences’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can find dialogue 

that would make me 

feel a certain way’. 

 Way Ahead 

– ‘I can draw 
parallels between 

emotions in stories 

and those in my 

own life’.  

 ‘I can discuss 
settings and reflect 

on my own 

experiences of those 

environments’.  

in a text’. 
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National 

Curriculu

m 

 Learning to 

appreciate rhymes 

and poems, and to 

recite some by 

heart. 

 

Becoming very 

familiar with key 

stories, fairy stories 

and traditional tales, 

retelling them and 

considering their 

particular 

characteristics.  

Becoming increasingly 

familiar with and retelling a 

wider range of stories, fairy 

stories and traditional tales.  

 

Continuing to build up a 

repertoire of poems learnt 

by heart, appreciating these 

and reciting some, with 

appropriate intonation to 

make the meaning clear. 

Increasing their familiarity with a wide range 

of books, including fairy stories, myths and 

legends, and retelling some of these orally.  

 

Preparing poems and play scripts to read 

aloud and to perform, showing understanding 

through intonation, tone, volume and action.  

Increasing their familiarity with a 

wide range of books, including myths, 

legends and traditional stories, 

modern fiction, fiction from our 

literary heritage, and books from 

other cultures and traditions.  

 

Learning a wider range of poetry by 

heart. 

 

Preparing poems and plays to read 

aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, 

tone and volume so that the meaning 

is clear.  

Skill Retelling and 

performing 

Learn and recite 

some rhymes and 

poems by heart, 

retelling fairy 

stories, traditional 

tales and other 

stories.  

Retell a range of stories, tales 

and fairy stories, and recite 

poems by heart with 

appropriate intonation to 

make the meaning clear. 

Retell and perform a 

wide range of texts, 

including poetry and 

play scripts, showing 

understanding using a 

range of strategies.  

Become familiar 

with a widening 

range of texts (fairy 

stories, myths and 

legends, fantasy, 

poems, plays, 

historical 

narratives) retelling 

or performing these 

orally with 

appropriate tone, 

volume and action.  

Prepare and 

perform a wide 

range of texts (fairy 

stories, myths and 

legends, fantasy, 

poems, plays, 

historical 

narratives), retelling 

these orally with 

appropriate tone, 

volume and action 

so the meaning is 

clear.  

Prepare 

poems and 

plays to read 

aloud and 

perform, 

showing 

understanding 

through 

intonation, 

tone and 

volume so the 

meaning is 

clear to an 

audience. 
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Knowledg

e 

 Children learn and 

remember a verse 

from the rhyme 

Spaghetti! 

Spaghetti! By Jack 

Prelutsky.  

 

Children learn and 

remember a verse 

from the poem ‘The 
Secret Song’ by 
Margaret Wise 

Brown.  

 

Children become 

familiar with the 

traditional tale 

‘Pinocchio’ and are 
able to work in small 

groups to retell the 

story.  

 

 

Children become familiar 

with the traditional tale 

‘Rapunzel’ and are able to 
work in small groups to retell 

the story.  

 

Children learn and remember 

a verse/s from the poem ‘On 

the Ning Nang Nong’ by 
Spike Milligan.  

 

Children understand that 

when reading aloud, they 

need to read loudly and 

clearly in order to be heard 

and understood by an 

audience.   

 

Children become 

familiar with the 

traditional tale ‘The 
happy prince’ and the 

myth & legend 

‘Theseus and the 
Minotaur’ and are able 
to retell parts of these 

stories orally, including 

actions to demonstrate 

their understanding.  

 

Children become 

familiar with the poem 

‘Songs of Summer’ and 

are able to orally recite 

verses of the poem.   

 

Children use the story 

‘Charlie and the 
chocolate factory’ to 

help them create their 

own play script which 

they will perform to 

their class mates using 

appropriate volume 

and actions enabling 

them to demonstrate 

their understanding.  

Children become 

familiar with the 

fairy story ‘Alice in 

Wonderland’ and 

the myth & legend 

‘Romulus and 
Remus’ and are able 

to retell parts of 

these stories orally, 

using appropriate 

volume, intonation 

and actions to 

demonstrate their 

understanding.  

 

Children become 

familiar with the 

poem ‘The Grinch’ 
by Dr Seuss and are 

able to orally recite 

verses of the poem.   

 

Children use the 

story ‘The Princess 

and the Pea’ to help 

them create their 

own play script 

which they will 

perform to their 

class mates using 

appropriate 

volume, intonation 

and actions 

enabling them to 

Children become 

familiar with the 

traditional tale 

‘Aladdin and the 
enchanted lamp’ by 

Phillip Pullman.  

 

Children become 

familiar with the 

following books 

from other cultures 

and traditions; The 

girl who stole and 

elephant by Nirzana 

Farook and The boy 

at the back of the 

class by Onjali Q. 

Rauf.  

 

Children will 

become familiar 

with the modern 

fiction novel ‘The 
storm keeper’s 

island’.  
 

Children will 

become familiar 

with the playscript 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
by William 

Shakespeare. The 

children will have 

the opportunity to 

Children 

continue to 

become 

familiar with a 

wide range of 

books thanks 

to 

recommendati

ons from their 

peers and 

their teacher.  

 

Children will 

become 

familiar with 

the myth and 

legend – 

Luumajuuq 

(Inuit Myth).  

 

Children will 

become 

familiar with 

the traditional 

story ‘Hansel 
and Gretel’. 
Children will 

continue to 

become 

familiar with 

modern fiction 

by reading; 

Letters from 

the Lighthouse 
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demonstrate their 

understanding.  

perform this to 

their peers.  

 

Children know the 

poem; The Moon by 

Robert Louis 

Stevenson and are 

able to perform it 

off by heart. 

 

 

Children are able to 

prepare poems and 

plays to read aloud 

using appropriate 

intonation as well 

as controlling the 

tone and volume 

that they use so 

that the meaning of 

what they are 

reading aloud is 

clear. 

 

 

 

by Emma 

Carroll, The 

house with 

chicken legs by 

Sophie 

Anderson and 

Malamander 

by Thomas 

Taylor. 

Children 

become 

familiar with 

books from 

our literary 

heritage; A 

Christmas 

carol by 

Charles 

Dickens.  

Children 

become 

familiar with 

books from 

other cultures 

and traditions; 

The house 

with chicken 

legs by Sophie 

Anderson. 

 

Children know 

the poem ‘In 
Flanders Field’ 

by John 
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McCrae and 

are able to 

perform it off 

by heart. 

 

Children are 

able to 

prepare 

poems and 

plays to read 

aloud using 

appropriate 

intonation as 

well as 

controlling the 

tone and 

volume that 

they use so 

that the 

meaning of 

what they are 

reading aloud 

is clear. 

 

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 English Lessons 

Across the year, 

there will be lessons 

dedicated to 

learning parts of 

poems and rhymes 

for children to 

recite. They will also 

spend time learning 

and retelling a 

English Lessons 

Across the year, there will be 

lessons dedicated to learning 

parts of poems for children 

to recite. They will also 

spend time learning and 

retelling a traditional tale 

(see writing overview for 

more details).  

 

Class Reader 

Children increase their 

familiarity with a wide 

range of books through 

the texts that their 

class teacher shares 

with them during class 

reader time as well the 

books that they 

independently read for 

Class Reader 

Children continue 

to increase their 

familiarity with a 

wide range of books 

through the texts 

that their class 

teacher shares with 

them during class 

reader time as well 

Class Reader 

Children further 

increase their 

familiarity with a 

wide range of books 

through the texts 

that their class 

teacher shares with 

them during class 

reader time as well 

Class Reader 

Children 

further 

increase their 

familiarity 

with a wide 

range of books 

through the 

texts that their 

class teacher 
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traditional tale (see 

writing overview for 

more details).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

themselves. 

 

English Lessons 

The children will learn 

and perform as well as 

produce pieces of 

writing based on the 

following; 

 

Traditional Tale – The 

true story of the three 

little pigs (linking to the 

ILP ‘Predator’) and The 

Happy Prince. 

 

Myth & Legend – 

Theseus and the 

Minotaur  (linking to 

the ILP ‘Gods & 
Mortals’).  

 

Playscript –  

 

Poem -  

 

(see writing overview 

for more details) 

 

 

the books that they 

independently read 

for themselves. 

(See class reader 

map for more 

information).  

 

English Lessons 

The children will 

learn and perform 

as well as produce 

pieces of writing 

based on the 

following;  

 

Traditional Tale – 

The Princess and 

the Pea 

 

Myth and Legend – 

Romulus and Remus 

 

Playscript –  

 

Poem-  

 

(see writing 

overview for more 

details) 

 

the books that they 

independently read 

for themselves. (See 

class reader map for 

more information). 

Examples include; 

The girl who stole 

an elephant by 

Nirzana Farook. The 

boy at the back of 

the class by Onjali 

Q. Rauf.  

 

Modern Fiction – 

The Storm Keeper’s 
Island by Catherine 

Doyle.  

 

English Lessons 

The children will  

produce pieces of 

writing based on 

the following;  

 

Traditional Tale – 

Aladdin and the 

enchanted lamp.  

 

Playscript – Romeo 

and Juliet (children 

will also prepare 

this to perform in 

small groups).  

 

shares with 

them during 

class reader 

time as well 

the books that 

they 

independently 

read for 

themselves. 

Examples 

include;  

Letters from 

the lighthouse 

by Emma 

Carroll. 

The house 

with chicken 

legs by Sophie 

Anderson. 

Malamander 

by Thomas 

Taylor.   

 

Writing 

Children will 

produce 

writing based 

on the 

following; 

 

Traditional 

Tale -  Hansel 

and Gretel.  
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Poem -  

 

(see writing 

overview for more 

details) 

A novel from 

our literary 

heritage - A 

Christmas 

Carol by 

Charles 

Dickens. 

 

Myth and 

Legend -  

 

 Poem –  

(see writing 

overview for 

more details). 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Recognising and 

joining in with 

predictable phrases.  

Recognising simple recurring 

literary language in stories 

and poetry. 

Identifying themes and conventions in a wide 

range of books.  

Identifying and discussing themes 

and conventions in and across a wide 

range of writing.  

 

Making comparisons within and 

across books.  

Skill Genre and 

conventions 

Recognise and say 

aloud predictable 

phrases from 

familiar genres of 

writing. 

Recognise simple recurring 

literary language and 

conventions in taught fiction 

genres, non-fiction genres 

and poems.  

Identify some themes 

and conventions in a 

range of books, texts 

and poetry.  

Identify the main 

themes and 

conventions in a 

range of text types. 

Discuss and 

compare the 

themes and 

conventions in an 

increasing range of 

age-appropriate 

text types.  

Analyse and 

compare the 

themes and 

conventions 

within and 

across a wide 

range of 

writing. 
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Knowledg

e 

 Children understand 

that words and 

phrases can be 

repeated in stories 

they encounter. 

Children can hear 

when words are 

repeated and as a 

result are able to 

join in when such  

words and phrases 

are read aloud. 

Children understand 

repetition and what a simile 

is. They are able to identify 

both of these literary devices 

in both stories and poetry. 

 

 

Children should know 

that a theme is the 

overall message of a 

book, text or piece of 

poetry. They should be 

taught the themes; 

journey, hope and 

courage. Children 

should be able to 

recognise these 

themes in what they 

read.  

 

Children should 

understand that 

conventions of writing 

are particular features 

that, that piece of 

writing includes. For 

example; a greeting at 

the start of a letter and 

the use of presentation 

devices such as 

headings in 

instructions.  

Children should 

recall that a theme 

is the overall 

message of a text 

type. They should 

be taught the 

themes; 

perseverance, 

triumph of good vs 

evil and 

cooperation. 

Children should be 

confident in 

recognising these 

themes in what 

they read. 

 

Children should 

recall that 

conventions of 

writing are 

particular features 

that, that piece of 

writing includes. For 

example; a diary 

written in the first 

person and the use 

of presentational 

devices such as 

numbering in 

instructions.  

Children should be 

confident at 

defining what a 

theme is. They 

should be taught 

the themes; 

heroism, love and 

overcoming 

obstacles.  

 

Children should be 

secure in recalling 

that conventions of 

writing are 

particular features 

that, that piece of 

writing includes. For 

example; the use of 

the first person in 

diary entries.  

 

Children will 

understand that in 

order to make 

comparisons they 

need to identify 

similarities and 

differences. 

Children will then 

begin to compare 

characters, consider 

different accounts 

of the same event 

and discuss 

Children will 

be taught the 

themes; 

compassion, 

war and peace 

and loss.  

 

Children 

understand 

that a piece of 

writing is 

made up of 

particular 

features. For 

example; the 

use of the first 

person in 

autobiographi

es.  

Children are 

able to analyse 

and compare 

themes and 

conventions 

across a wide 

range of 

writing as well 

as make 

comparisons 

within and 

across books.  
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viewpoints (both of 

authors and of 

fictional 

characters), within a 

text and across 

more than one text.  

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 Story Time 

Books will be shared 

with the children 

that contain 

repetitive words and 

phrases such as; The 

Gruffalo, Room on 

the broom, A squash 

and a squeeze and 

Monkey Puzzle. 

Writing Lessons/Class 

Reader 

Children will encounter 

repetition and similes within 

their writing lessons through 

the boomtastics layer of the 

writing rainbow. They will 

encounter these through 

hearing examples written by 

authors, teacher modelling 

and by practicing using these 

techniques within their 

writing themselves. This will 

then enable them to be 

confident at identifying 

repetition and similes during 

class reader/story time.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can begin 
to compare and 

contrast popular 

themes in stories’.  

 
On Track – ‘I can find 
extracts to evidence 

how an author uses a 

theme to unify a story’. 

Way Ahead – ‘I 
can identify a subplot 

in a story and 

understand that it is 

lurking beneath the 

main theme’.  
 

Class Teacher to 

identify books that 

contain the themes; 

journey, hope and 

courage. They should, 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
begin to notice that 

a story’s theme can 
reveal an author’s 
opinion about an 

issue’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can talk about the 

central theme of a 

text and summarise 

it, e.g. betrayal of 

loved ones.  

Way Ahead – 

‘I can understand 
that themes are 

often implied and 

will require 

supporting evidence 

from the text’.  
 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
notice a theme will 

be built 

up/reinforced by 

recurring examples, 

e.g. the tragedy of 

war’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can recognise the 

universal idea that 

stretches through 

an entire story, e.g. 

good over evil’.  

Way Ahead – 

‘I can find examples 
of symbols & motifs 

used by an author 

to reinforce a 

theme, e.g. moon 

shadows vs fragile 

Book Talk 

Progres

sing Towards 

– ‘I can 
explore how a 

writer’s theme 
of purpose is 

presented 

across a text’.  

 ‘I can 
identify 

smaller 

references to a 

theme that 

work together 

for a cohesive 

impact’.  

On 

Track – ‘I can 
identify the 

main theme in 

a text, as well 
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where possible, select 

books for their class 

reader and Book Talk 

that contain one of 

these themes across 

the year, enabling 

children to become 

familiar with these 

themes and have 

opportunities to 

independently identify 

them.  

 

English lessons 

Throughout the year, 

children will become 

familiar with 

conventions of 

different text types. 

They should then be 

able to able to identify 

some of these 

conventions during 

Book 

Talk/Independent/1:1 

reading.   

Class Teacher to 

identify books that 

contain the themes; 

perseverance, 

cooperation and 

good vs evil. They 

should, where 

possible, select 

books for their class 

reader and Book 

Talk that contain 

one of these 

themes across the 

year, enabling 

children to become 

familiar with these 

themes and have 

opportunities to 

independently 

identify them.  

 

English lessons 

Throughout the 

year, children will 

become familiar 

with conventions of 

different text types. 

They should then be 

able to able to 

identify some of 

these conventions 

during Book 

Talk/Independent/1

:1 reading.   

candle to reveal 

good over evil.  

‘I can discuss the 
‘message’ of a text 

and its 

commonalities with 

others in the genre’. 
 

Class Teacher to 

identify books that 

contain the themes; 

heroism, love and 

overcoming 

obstacles. They 

should, where 

possible, select 

books for their class 

reader and Book 

Talk that contain 

one of these 

themes across the 

year, enabling 

children to become 

familiar with these 

themes and have 

opportunities to 

independently 

identify them. 

Within book talk 

and the selection of 

the class reader 

should enable 

pupils to make 

comparisons of 

as subsidiary 

themes’.  
‘I can consider 
the validity of 

a book’s 
message for 

the reader and 

for society 

today’.  
 

Way Ahead – 

 ‘I can 
appreciate the 

success of a 

theme and 

consider how 

it impacts on 

the reader’s 
experience’.  

 ‘I can 
find a message 

and evaluate 

the author’s 
success in 

communicatin

g it’.  
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characters, events 

from different 

characters points of 

view across a range 

of texts. 

 

English lessons 

Throughout the 

year, children will 

become familiar 

with conventions of 

different text types. 

They should then be 

able to able to 

identify some of 

these conventions 

during Book 

Talk/Independent/1

:1 reading.   

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Discussing word 

meanings, linking 

new meanings to 

those already 

known.  

Discussing and clarifying the 

meanings of words, linking 

new meanings to known 

vocabulary.  

Using dictionaries to check the meaning of 

words that they have read. 

Discuss and evaluate how authors 

use language, including figurative 

language, considering the impact on 

the reader.  

Skill Word meaning Discuss the 

meanings of new 

words in their 

reading, drawing on 

known meanings. 

Discuss and check the 

meanings of words, linking 

them to known and given 

vocabulary.  

Explain the meaning of 

words based on the 

context, using a 

dictionary where 

appropriate. 

Confidently explain  

the meaning of 

individual words, 

using a dictionary to 

check unfamiliar 

words and selecting 

the appropriate 

meaning for the 

Explore the 

meaning of words, 

including figurative 

language.  

Analyse the 

meaning of 

words, 

including 

figurative 

language, and 

consider the 

impact of 
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context. language on 

the reader.  

Knowledg

e 

 Children will be able 

to identify when a 

word is ‘new’ to 
them. The teacher 

will model with 

them discussions to 

find out the words 

meaning, including 

strategies such as; 

reading to the end 

of a sentence to see 

what word would 

make sense. 

 

 Children 

understand that 

when the prefix ‘un-

‘ is added to a word, 

it changes its 

meaning to its 

opposite. E.g. happy 

becomes unhappy.  

 

Children should be 

able to work out the 

meaning of new 

words using their 

Children will continue to 

discuss with their teacher 

and peers the meaning of 

words when a word is ‘new’ 
to them. Children will be 

taught that a dictionary is a 

tool which provides the 

meaning of words. Children 

will be shown how to use a 

dictionary to find the 

meaning of new words.  

 

Children should recall 

morphology from Year 1, for 

example, that the prefix ‘un-‘ 
changes the meaning of a 

word to its opposite. They 

should use this knowledge to 

help them work out the 

meaning of new words.  

 

Children should be able to 

work out the meaning of new 

words using their existing 

knowledge of vocabulary to 

help them.  

Children remember 

that dictionaries are a 

useful tool that explain 

the meaning of words.  

Children know that 

dictionaries are 

organised in 

alphabetical order and 

they use this 

knowledge to help 

them find words they 

are unfamiliar with.   

Children are able to 

confidently use a 

dictionary to help 

them locate the 

meaning of 

unfamiliar words. 

Children 

understand that 

words have multiple 

meanings 

depending on the 

context in which 

they are used. They 

are able to select 

the appropriate 

word for the right 

context.  

Children know that 

authors have 

control over the 

words they use. 

Children 

understand that 

authors select 

words and phrases 

for a purpose and 

to create meaning. 

 

Children know the 

following examples 

of figurative 

language; 

metaphor, simile, 

analogy, imagery 

and style and effect. 

Children are able to 

identify these 

examples of 

figurative language 

within a text and 

suggest reasons as 

to why the author 

has used them.   

 

Children 

understand 

that authors 

choose words 

to have an 

effect on their 

reader as a 

result of this 

children are 

able to analyse 

why words 

and phrases 

(as well as 

examples of 

figurative 

language) 

have been 

chosen and 

what effect 

that they have 

on the reader. 
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knowledge of 

existing words to 

help them. For 

example, if they 

know that ‘sleep’ 
means that a person 

is about to go to 

sleep, they should 

be able to work out 

that ‘asleep’ means 
that a person is 

sleeping.  

 

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 RWI 

When new words 

are encountered 

through speedy 

green words and 

green story words 

(words that are fully 

decodable) the 

teacher will discuss 

the meaning of 

these, in the context 

of the story they are 

reading where they 

will encounter this 

word.  

  

SPaG 

Children will be 

taught what a prefix 

is, including the 

prefix ‘un-‘. They 
will be taught how 

RWI 

When new words are 

encountered through speedy 

green words and green story 

words (words that are fully 

decodable) the teacher will 

discuss the meaning of these, 

in the context of the story 

they are reading where they 

will encounter this word. 

 

English lessons 

Children are shown how to 

use a dictionary. Children are 

encouraged to 

independently use a 

dictionary to assist them 

with all aspects of the 

curriculum such as finding 

the meaning of new words 

and to assist with spellings. 

 

English lessons 

Children will be 

reminded how to use a 

dictionary. Children are 

encouraged to 

independently use a 

dictionary to assist 

them with all aspects 

of the curriculum such 

as finding the meaning 

of new words and to 

assist with spellings. 

English lessons 

Children will be 

reminded how to 

use a dictionary 

where necessary. 

Children should 

continue to 

independently use a 

dictionary to assist 

them with all 

aspects of the 

curriculum such as 

finding the meaning 

of new words and 

to assist with 

spellings. 

Book Talk  

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
evaluate scent-

infused sections of 

a narrative and 

discuss their 

effectiveness’.  

 ‘I can 
discuss the impact 

of powerful 

sentences that 

stand out in a text’.  

 ‘I can 
identify emotive 

language aimed at 

changing the 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards –

 ‘I can 
comment on 

the 

narrow/wide 

view of a 

situation the 

reader has 

been given’. 

 ‘I can 
evaluate 

positive and 

negative 

‘touching’ 
between 

characters and 

how this 



Reading 

 

 

‘un-‘ changes the 
meaning of a word 

to its opposite. They 

will then be able to 

apply this 

knowledge when 

they encounter the 

‘un-‘ prefix when 
reading.  

 

 

Book Talk  

Way Ahead – 

‘I can locate tricky 

words and work on 

their meanings’. 

reader’s opinion’. 

 ‘I can 
understand how an 

author creates 

atmospheres and 

moods through 

language choices’. 
On Track – 

 ‘I can 
recognise how 

literary devices are 

used by an author 

to create intrigue 

and suspense’.   

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can find 

evidence of 

‘intensity of 
feelings’, using key 
words/phrases to 

support my views’.  

 ‘I can assess 
the intensity of 

‘touch’ through 
language used by an 

author, e.g. My 

hand stroked her 

soft shoulder 

influences our 

perceptions of 

them’. 

 ‘I can 
evaluate how 

an author 

creates 

pace/urgency 

through action 

parts of a 

story’.  

 ‘I can 
consider how 

an author uses 

‘smell’ to 
create moods’.  

 ‘I can 
evaluate an 

author’s 
success in 

creating a 

multi-sensory 

experience, 

e.g. Do they 

use the sense 

of taste to 

maximum 

effect?’  
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reassuringly.   

 

English Lessons 

Children are taught 

definitions of 

figurative language. 

Good examples 

from a range of text 

types are shared 

with them. Good 

examples are also 

constructed and 

modelled within 

writing lessons, 

children are given 

opportunities to 

also apply their 

knowledge of 

figurative language 

to their writing.  

 

Class Reader 

During class reader 

time, examples of 

figurative language 

are emphasised to 

the children. A 

discussion takes 

place through 

demonstration 

reading as to the 

authors choice of 

figurative language, 

including the 

 ‘I can 
consider the 

techniques an 

author deploys 

to help us 

imagine 

situations’. 

 ‘I can 
comment on 

how sound is 

used to create 

moods’.  

 ‘I can 
consider 

possible 

alternative 

meanings of a 

text’.  
On Track –  

 ‘I can 
trace all 

references to a 

scene/situatio

n and 

determine 

how well an 

author builds 

up a mental 
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images that this 

language creates.  

 

 

image for the 

reader’.  

 ‘I can 
reflect on how 

characters’ 
actions can be 

‘out of 
character’ and 
how an author 

reveals this’.  

 ‘I can 
trace the 

impact of the 

sense of smell 

on the 

reader’s 
experience’.  

 ‘I can 
recognise how 

reader 

empathy is 

evoked by an 

author 

revealing more 

of a 

character’s 
inner 

thinking’.  
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 ‘I can 
comment on 

the success of 

sounds used to 

create 

atmospheres 

and enhance 

reader 

engagement’.  

 ‘I can 
provide 

detailed 

explanation 

(and text 

references) to 

show how 

language and 

grammar is 

used to set the 

tone’.  

 ‘I can 
use a wide 

range of 

appropriate 

literary terms 

when I 

comment on 

writers’ 
techniques’.  
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 ‘I can 
discuss the 

effectiveness 

of a writer’s 
point of 

view/opinion/

perspective on 

the reader’. 
Way Ahead 

I can 

explain what 

an author 

wants the 

reader to see 

and the details 

that reveal 

this’.  

 ‘I can 
evaluate if 

‘smells’ are a 
strong feature 

of an author’s 
work’.  

 ‘I can 
reflect on the 

use of taste in 

a narrative 

and assess its 
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impact’. 

 ‘I can 
identify 

occasions 

when an 

author alters 

the reader’s 
insight into a 

character’s 
mind’.  

 ‘I can 
trace different 

soundscapes 

in a narrative 

and their 

effects’.  

 ‘I can 
analyse how a 

story is set 

during a 

certain era, 

season or time 

of day’.  

 ‘I can 
explore in 

detail the 

potential 

interpretations 
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of an author 

and his/her 

opinions’.  

 ‘I can 
identify when 

an author 

builds an 

increasing 

sense that 

something is 

problematic’.  

 ‘I can 
analyse ‘hard-

hitting’ 
aspects of a 

text and 

explain why 

they are so 

powerful’.  

 ‘I can 
draw 

conclusions 

about 

grammatical 

devices used 

by the writer 

to contribute 

to the overall 

effect’.  
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 ‘I can 
comment on 

how language 

choices 

contribute to a 

text’s overall 
effectiveness’.  
Class Reader 

During class 

reader time, 

examples of 

figurative 

language are 

analysed with 

the children. 

Discussions 

take place 

during 

demonstration 

reading as to 

potential 

reasons why 

authors have 

selected their 

language and 

used figurative 

language 

techniques. 
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 Checking that the 

text makes sense to 

them as they read 

and correcting 

inaccurate reading.  

 

Drawing on what 

they already know 

or on background 

information and 

vocabulary provided 

by the teacher.  

Checking that the text makes 

sense to them as they read 

and correcting inaccurate 

reading.  

 

Drawing on what they 

already know or on 

background information and 

vocabulary provided by the 

teacher.  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, 

discussing their understanding and explaining 

the meaning of words in context.  

Checking that the book makes sense 

to them, discussing their 

understanding and exploring the 

meaning of words in context.  

Skill Understanding Check that a simple 

text makes sense to 

them as they read 

and correct 

inaccurate reading 

with prompts, 

drawing on what 

they already known. 

Check that age-appropriate 

texts make sense to them as 

they read confidently correct 

inaccurate reading, drawing 

on taught background 

information and vocabulary.  

Check that longer texts 

make sense to them 

and talk about what 

they have read 

independently, and 

important or new 

vocabulary. 

Check that texts 

make sense to 

them, confidently 

explaining their 

understanding and 

word meanings. 

Check that longer, 

more complicated 

texts make sense to 

them, clearly 

explaining their 

understanding and 

word meanings.  

Check that 

longer, more 

complicated 

texts make 

sense to them, 

presenting 

their 

understanding 

in different 

ways.  

Knowledg

e 

 Children recognise 

when a sentence 

makes sense to 

them. If the 

sentence doesn’t 
make sense, 

children recognise 

that they may have 

read a word 

incorrectly. Children 

have another go at 

reading the word to 

Children are able to monitor 

what they read, checking 

that the word they have 

decoded fits in with what 

else they already know about 

the topic. If the word doesn’t 
fit, children know to have 

another decoding the word 

or using other strategies such 

as reading to the end of the 

sentence to work out what 

the missing word could be.   

Children are becoming 

increasingly confident 

at checking that a text 

makes sense to them. 

If a text doesn’t make 
sense to them they are 

confident at using a 

range of strategies to 

combat this such as 

having another go at 

decoding words, 

reading to the end of 

Children are 

increasingly 

confident at 

checking that a text 

makes sense to 

them. If a text 

doesn’t make sense, 
children use a range 

of strategies (as 

listed in Year 3) to 

support them and 

their 

Children apply the 

strategies taught in 

previous years to 

enable them to 

check the book that 

they are reading 

makes sense to 

them. Children are 

able to discuss their 

understanding of a 

book with their 

teacher and their 

Children 

continue to 

apply the 

strategies 

taught in 

previous years 

to enable 

them to check 

the book that 

they are 

reading makes 

sense to them. 
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correct themselves.  

 

Children are able to 

demonstrate their 

understanding by 

using information 

that they have 

already read or 

information that has 

been provided by 

the teacher to 

support their 

discussions/answeri

ng questions. 

 

 

Children are confident at 

demonstrating their 

understanding by using 

information that they have 

already read or information 

that has been provided by 

the teacher to support their 

discussions or to support 

their answers when 

answering questions.  

the sentence or 

thinking about the 

context of the text to 

support them with this. 

Children are beginning 

to explore the meaning 

of words in relation to 

their context within a 

text.   

understanding. 

Children are 

becoming 

increasingly 

confident at 

exploring the 

meaning of words 

in relation to their 

context within a 

text. 

peers. Children are 

beginning to 

become confident 

at exploring the 

meaning of words 

in relation to their 

context within a 

book.  

Children are 

able to 

confidently 

discuss their 

understanding 

of a book with 

their teacher 

and their 

peers. 

Children are 

confident at 

exploring the 

meaning of 

words in 

relation to 

their context 

within a book. 

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 Book Talk 

On Track – ‘I 
can begin to show 

sentence 

knowledge: self-

correcting, 

substituting words 

that retain 

grammatical sense 

or contextual sense’.  

 ‘I can use 
pictures and words 

to clarify meaning’.  
Class Reader 

Book Talk 

Progressing Towards 

– ‘I can discuss typical 

settings in stories’. 

 ‘I can use my 
understanding of characters, 

situations and settings to 

make predictions’.   

 ‘I can explain the 
message in a book using 

information to support my 

reasons’.  

Book Talk/1:1 Reading 

As children read they 

are closely monitoring 

whether what they are 

reading makes sense. 

Children independently 

have another go at 

decoding or rereading 

words/phrases if their 

first attempt doesn’t 
make sense within the 

context of the 

sentence, paragraph or 

text.  

Book Talk/1:1 

Reading 

As children read 

they are closely 

monitoring whether 

what they are 

reading makes 

sense. Children 

independently have 

another go at 

decoding or 

rereading 

words/phrases if 

their first attempt 

doesn’t make sense 
within the context 

of the sentence, 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
decode unknown 

words from how 

they are used in 

context’.  
 

Book Talk/1:1 

Reading 

As children read 

they are closely 

monitoring whether 

what they are 

reading makes 

Book Talk 

Progres

sing Towards 

– ‘I can 
identify 

patterns in 

words used by 

the author, 

e.g. root 

words, 

prefixes, 

suffixes, 

hyphens. 

 

Book Talk/1:1 
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Teacher models how 

to correct any 

inaccurate reading 

by rereading a word 

read incorrectly. 

 

Book Talk/1:1 

Reading 

As children read 

they are closely 

monitoring whether 

what they are 

reading makes 

sense. Children 

independently have 

another go at 

decoding or 

rereading a words if 

their first attempt 

doesn’t make sense 
within the context 

of the sentence. 

 ‘I can predict what 
will happen based on what 

has been read so far’.  

Way Ahead – ‘I can 
make plausible predictions of 

future events based on what 

has been read so far’.  
 

Book Talk/1:1 Reading 

As children read they are 

closely monitoring whether 

what they are reading makes 

sense. Children 

independently have another 

go at decoding or rereading 

words/phrases if their first 

attempt doesn’t make sense 
within the context of the 

sentence or paragraph. 

paragraph or text.  sense. Children 

independently have 

another go at 

decoding or 

rereading 

words/phrases if 

their first attempt 

doesn’t make sense 
within the context 

of the sentence, 

paragraph, text or 

book.  

Reading 

As children 

read they are 

closely 

monitoring 

whether what 

they are 

reading makes 

sense. 

Children 

independently 

have another 

go at decoding 

or rereading 

words/phrases 

if their first 

attempt 

doesn’t make 
sense within 

the context of 

the sentence, 

paragraph, 

text or book.   

National 

Curriculu
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   Retrieve and record information from non-

fiction.  

Retrieve, record and present 

information from non-fiction.  
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Skill Retrieval  Identify and 

understand what is 

happening within a 

short piece of text. 

Identify the main facts or 

events in simple texts. 

Identify key details in a 

text in response to a 

retrieval question or 

research task. 

Retrieve and record 

information from 

age-appropriate 

fiction and non-

fiction texts, 

deciding on an 

appropriate level of 

detail for their 

purpose. 

Retrieve, record 

and present a range 

of information from 

fiction and non-

fiction texts. 

Retrieve, 

record and 

present a 

range of 

relevant 

information 

from fiction 

and non-

fiction texts, 

focusing on 

the evidence 

from the text.  

Knowledg

e 

 Children understand 

what is happening 

within a short piece 

of text. They can 

answer simple 

retrieval questions 

such as; ‘Who was 
sitting on a rock?’, 

‘What did 
Grasshopper do?’  

Children are able to identify 

the main facts that occur in a 

simple text. They are also 

able to break the simple text 

into events and sequence 

these in the order in which 

they occur. Children can 

answer simple retrieval 

questions such as; ‘Where 
was Firebreath flying?’, 

‘When does Firebreath feel 
free?’  

Children are becoming 

aware of what 

information they need 

to look for before they 

begin searching 

through a text. 

Children know how to 

use a contents page 

and an index page to 

help them locate 

information. When 

children have found 

the information they 

need, they are 

becoming increasingly 

accurate at writing it 

down to assist them 

with their learning. 

Children are 

becoming 

increasingly 

confident of what 

information they 

need to look for 

before they begin 

searching through a 

text. Children 

confidently use a 

contents page and 

an index page to 

help them locate 

information. When 

children have found 

the information 

they need, they are 

able to accurately 

write it down to 

assist them with 

their learning.  

When using 

reference books, 

children are aware 

they need to know 

what information 

they are looking for 

before they begin 

searching. Children 

are beginning to 

confidently and 

accurately use 

contents pages and 

indexes to locate 

information.   

 

Children are able to 

use the retrieval 

skills that they have 

been taught and 

apply this 

knowledge when 

retrieving 

Children are 

able to 

confidently 

and accurately 

use contents 

pages and 

indexes to 

locate 

information. 

 

Children 

confidently 

use the 

retrieval skills 

that they have 

been taught 

and apply this 

knowledge 

when 

retrieving 

knowledge 

from history, 
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knowledge from 

history, science and 

geography 

textbooks.  

Children are able to 

write down the 

information they 

have retrieved and 

present it to their 

peers and teacher. 

science and 

geography 

textbooks. 

Children are 

able to quote 

where they 

have retrieved 

the 

information 

from. 

 

Children 

confidently 

record the 

information 

they have 

retrieved, 

including 

where the 

information 

has come from 

and are able to 

present it to 

their peers 

and teacher. 

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 Demonstration 

Reading 

Children have the 

opportunity to hear 

their teacher 

modelling how to 

retrieve information 

from a short text.  

 

Demonstration Reading 

Children are shown how to 

retrieve information from a 

short text. 

 

Reading Skills Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to practice 

retrieving information from a 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can find 
key facts in a non-

fiction text’.  

 ‘I can locate 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
extract information 

from a non-fiction 

text and assess it 

for relevance to its 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children are shown 

how to retrieve 

information from a 

non-fiction text.  

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Book Talk 

 ‘I can 
incorporate 

text 

references 

when 

discussing any 
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Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently 

retrieve information 

from a short text.  

short text. 

 

Reading Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently retrieve 

information from a short 

text. 

specific information in 

a text to find answers 

to questions’.  
 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children are shown 

how to retrieve 

information from a 

non-fiction text.  

 

Reading Skills Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to practice 

retrieving information 

from a non-fiction text. 

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently retrieve 

information from a 

non-fiction text. 

intended purpose’.  

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can navigate 
texts quickly to 

locate specific 

information, making 

effective use of the 

contents, sections 

and headings’.  
 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children are shown 

how to retrieve 

information from a 

non-fiction text.  

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to 
practice retrieving 

information from a 

non-fiction text. 

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently 

retrieve information 

from a non-fiction 

text. 

Children have the 

opportunity to 
practice retrieving 

information from a 

non-fiction text. 

 

Independent 

Comprehension 

Children will have 

the opportunity to 

independently 

practice their 

retrieval skills from 

a non-fiction text. 

aspects’.  
 

Demonstratio

n Reading 

Children are 

shown how to 

retrieve 

information 

from a non-

fiction text.  

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have 

the 

opportunity to 

practice 

retrieving 

information 

from a non-

fiction text. 

 

Independent 

Comprehensio

n 

Children will 

have the 

opportunity to 

independently 

practice their 

retrieval skills 

from a non-

fiction text. 

 



Reading 

 

 

 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Discussing the 

significance of the 

title and events.  

Discussing their favourite 

words and phrases. 

Identify how language, structure and 

presentation contribute to meaning. 

 

Discussing words and phrases that capture 

the reader’s interest and imagination.  

Identifying how language, structure 

and presentation contribute towards 

meaning.  

Skill Writer’s craft Discuss the 

importance of the 

title, information 

and events in a 

short text. 

Discuss their favourite words 

and phrases in a text, giving 

simple reasons for their 

choices. 

Make simple 

comments about the 

language, structure 

and presentation of a 

text, including words 

and phrases that 

capture the reader’s 
interests. 

Identify how 

language, structure 

and presentation 

contribute to 

meaning in a text, 

including 

imaginative or 

precise words and 

phrases. 

Discuss the writer’s 
use of language, 

structure and 

presentation in a 

range of texts, and 

how these 

contribute to 

meaning and effect. 

Evaluate how 

language, 

structure and 

presentation 

contribute to 

meaning and 

effect across a 

wide range of 

challenging 

texts, 

considering 

why writers 

have made 

particular 

choices. 
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Knowledg

e 

 Children understand 

that the title of a 

short text has been 

chosen deliberately 

to give clues as to 

what the text will be 

about.  

Children understand 

that the events 

within a short text 

happen for a reason 

and they are 

significant to the 

overall story.  

Children are able to share 

their favourite words and 

phrases with their peers and 

teacher from a short piece of 

text explaining their reasons 

for why that word/phrase 

was their favourite.   

Children are beginning 

to understand that 

how an author has set 

a text out, the 

language they have 

used and the use of 

images (language, 

structure and 

presentation) 

contribute to a texts 

meaning.  

 

Children are beginning 

to understand that 

authors deliberately 

use words and phrases 

that capture the 

reader’s imagination. 
They are able to 

discuss these with their 

peers and teacher.   

Children 

understand that 

how an author has 

set a text out, the 

language they have 

used and the use of 

images (language, 

structure and 

presentation) 

contribute to a texts 

meaning. 

 

Children 

understand that 

authors deliberately 

use words and 

phrases that 

capture the reader’s 
imagination. They 

confidently discuss 

these with their 

peers and teacher. 

Children 

understand that 

how an author has 

set a text out, the 

language they have 

used and the use of 

images (language, 

structure and 

presentation) 

contributes to a 

texts meaning and 

can confidently give 

examples used by 

authors within a 

book.  

Children are 

able to 

evaluate 

(consider the 

positives and 

negatives) 

regarding how 

an author has 

set a text out, 

the language 

they have 

used and the 

use of images 

(language, 
structure and 

presentation) 

contributes to 

a texts 

meaning 

across a range 

of challenging 

texts and can 

confidently 

give examples 

used by 

authors within 

a book.  

 

Children are 

able to 

consider why 

authors have 

made these 

writerly 
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choices and 

give possible 

suggestions 

for their 

inclusion 

within a text 

considering 

the impact on 

the reader. 

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards –  ‘I 
can locate and read 

significant parts of a 

text’. 

 ‘I can 
comment on events 

and ideas in stories, 

poems and non-

fiction’.  

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can recognise 
that action is the 

events in a story and 

find examples’.  

 ‘I can talk 
about the main 

Book Talk 

Class teacher to plan in 

opportunities for children to 

share and discuss their 

favourite words and phrases 

with their peers explaining 

their reasoning.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
identify positive 

sounds in a story, e.g. 

sizzling sausages got 

the barbecue’.  

 ‘I can identify a 
range of layout devices 

and how they are used 

for emphasis/clarity’.  

 ‘I can identify 
the writer’s use of 
language to create 

mood/build tension, 

e.g. There are lots of 

powerful verbs’.  

 ‘I can consider 
the part that 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
consider what a 

story character 

sees, based on the 

author’s 
descriptions’.  

 ‘I can 
understand 

language used by 

authors to create 

imaginary worlds’. 

 ‘I 
understand how 

‘cliffhanger’ 
sentences, at the 

ends of 

paragraphs/chapter

s, encourage people 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
correlate described 

sounds with moods 

created by an 

author’.  

 ‘I can 
explore how a 

setting establishes 

an atmosphere or 

mood’.  

 ‘I can 
understand how an 

author creates 

atmospheres and 

moods through 

language choices’.  

On Track – ‘I 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I 
can 

discuss 

how a text’s 
meaning can 

be altered by 

the time and 

place in which 

it is written 

and read’.  

 ‘I can 
identify layers 

of meaning 

within a text 

and securely 

reference 

evidence to 

show another 

standpoint’.  
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events/key points in 

a text’.  

 ‘I can begin 
to locate and read 

significant words 

and give reasons for 

their importance’.  

illustrations/photograp

hs play in reader 

engagement’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can find evidence of 

language that enables 

a reader to visualize 

scenes in a narrative’.  

 ‘I can imagine a 
scene in a story 

because of the 

description used by the 

author’.  

 ‘I can identify 
words/phrases/clauses 

that enrich a setting’.  

 ‘I can consider 
the impact of colour 

and how this is used to 

attract attention’.  

 ‘I can identify 
expressive and 

descriptive language 

and explain the 

effects’.  

to read on’.  

 ‘I can 
identify how 

repetitive language 

can be used for 

effect’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can assess the 

effectiveness of 

alternatives to the 

word ‘said’.  

 ‘I can 
understand that 

authors use 

detailed 

descriptions to 

enable readers to 

build vivid mental 

pictures’.   

 ‘I can 
understand that 

layout choices by 

the author are 

deliberate, 

explaining why I 

believe certain 

decisions were 

made’.  

can evaluate the 

effectiveness of 

layout devices used 

in non-fiction’.  

 ‘I can show 
understanding of 

structure and 

language features in 

a range of non-

fiction texts’.  

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can assess the 

intensity of ‘touch’ 
through language 

used by an author, 

e.g. My hand 

stroked her soft 

shoulder 

reassuringly.  

 ‘I can piece 
together 

information from 

different characters, 

e.g. certain textual 

clues, dialogue and 

imagery, to create a 

whole 

interpretation.  

 ‘I can 
explain in 

detail how 

language is 

used at 

different 

points in a 

text’.  
On Track 

 ‘I can 
explore a 

text’s meaning 
for different 

readers’.  
 

Way Ahead 

 ‘I can 
reflect on the 

layers of 

meaning 

within some 

texts’.  
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Way Ahead – ‘I 
can find positive and 

negative 

words/phrases that 

help categorise 

relationships’.  
 

 ‘I can 
explore alternative 

sounds that could 

be included in a 

narrative to achieve 

differing outcomes’. 
 

 ‘I can 
comment on the 

success of texts in 

provoking particular 

responses’.   

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can identify 
poetic devices used 

by the author (e.g. 

imagery) to create 

pictures for the 

reader.  

 ‘I can locate 
onomatopoeic 

words/phrases and 

discuss their impact 

on the reader’.  

 ‘I can 
suggest layout 

improvements to 

 ‘I can talk 
about how and why 

language affects the 

reader’.  
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enhance a text’.  
 

 ‘I can 
understand that 

figurative language, 

e.g. similes, 

personification, 

creates images’.  
 

 ‘I can 

identify moments in 

a story when 

‘touch’ references 
enhance the 

reader’s 
experience’.  

 

 ‘I can 
retrieve examples 

of the sense of 

‘taste’ and deduce 
how they create 

particular effects’.   
 

 ‘I can 
explore alternatives 

that could have 

occurred in texts 
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and assess their 

authenticity’.  
 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Making inferences 

on the basis of what 

is being said and 

done.  

Making inferences on the 

basis of what is being said 

and done.  

Drawing inferences such as inferring 

character’s feelings, thoughts and motives 

from their actions, and justifying inferences 

with evidence. 

Drawing inferences such as inferring 

characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and 

justifying inferences with evidence.  

 

Distinguish between statements of 

fact and opinion.  

Skill Inference Make simple 

inferences from 

what is being said 

and done in a text. 

Make inferences from what 

is being said and done. 

Draw inference 

supported with some 

evidence from the text. 

Draw inferences 

supported with 

evidence from the 

text.  

Make inferences 

supported with 

specific evidence 

and distinguish 

between 

statements of fact 

and opinion.  

Make 

inferences, 

including 

distinctions 

between fact 

and opinion, 

and justify 

them with 

detailed, 

targeted 

evidence and 

extended 

written 

responses. 

Knowledg

e 

 Children understand 

that when inferring 

information from a 

text, they may not 

be able to find the 

other information in 

words. They may 

need to use other 

clues e.g. pictures. 

Children understand that 

when inferring information 

from a text, they won’t be 
able to directly find the 

information in the text. They 

may need to use other clues 

e.g. pictures, other words 

that reveal more 

information.  

Children understand 

that an inference is an 

idea or a guess that an 

author makes that is 

not explicitly shared 

with the reader. 

Children understand 

that clues in a piece of 

text may be words or 

Children 

understand that an 

inference is an idea 

or a guess that an 

author makes that 

is not explicitly 

shared with the 

reader. Children 

understand that 

Children 

understand that an 

inference is an idea 

or a guess that an 

author makes that 

is not explicitly 

shared with the 

reader. Children 

understand that 

Children are 

increasingly 

confident at 

making 

inferences, 

(using a 

variety of 

information - 

text and 
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Children can make 

simple inferences on 

the basis of what is 

being said or done 

in a text e.g. ‘The 
story shows that 

Grasshopper was…’, 
‘Why does Ant tell 
Grasshopper that 

winter is coming?’  

Children can make plausible 

inferences on the basis of 

what is being said or done in 

a text e.g. ‘Why is China like 
a dragon’s playground?’, 
‘Why did Buster’s family 

think he had been there all 

day?’  

images that can reveal 

hidden meanings 

behind a character’s 
feelings, thoughts and 

motives from their 

actions. Children begin 

to explain some 

inferences with 

evidence from the text.  

clues in a piece of 

text may be words 

or images that can 

reveal hidden 

meanings behind a 

character’s feelings, 
thoughts and 

motives from their 

actions. Children 

confidently explain 

and justify their 

inferences with 

evidence from the 

text. 

clues in a piece of 

text may be words 

or images that can 

reveal hidden 

meanings behind a 

character’s feelings, 
thoughts and 

motives from their 

actions. Children 

explain and justify 

their inferences 

with evidence from 

the text. 

 

Children 

understand that 

facts are pieces of 

true information 

that are proven. 

They understand 

that opinions are a 

person’s viewpoint 
about a topic and 

that this is not 

factual information. 

Children can explain 

the difference 

between facts and 

opinions.  

images) such 

as; inferring 

characters’ 
feelings, 

thoughts and 

motives from 

their actions. 

Children are 

able to 

confidently 

justify their 

inferences 

with evidence 

from the text. 
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Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

 Book Talk 

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can make simple 
deductions’.  

 

 

Demonstration 

Reading/Whole 

Class Reading 

Children have the 

opportunity to hear 

their teacher 

modelling how to 

make inferences on 

the basis of what is 

being said and done 

in a short text.  

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently infer 

information from a 

short text. 

Book Talk 

On Track – ‘I can 
deduce what a character 

might be thinking, using both 

text and pictures’.  

 ‘I can identify how 
words/phrases have been 

used to create effects e.g. 

humour, atmosphere’.  

 ‘I can make simple 

inferences about 

thoughts/feelings/reasons 

for actions’.  

Way Ahead – ‘I can 
comment on causes of 

relationship issues, using 

ideas that go beyond what is 

stated in the book, e.g. They 

weren’t good friends 
because she didn’t…’  

 ‘I can identify verbs, 

adjectives and adverbs and 

explain how writers have 

used them for 

description/emphasis/imager

y’. 

Book Talk 

On Track – ‘I 
can pinpoint incidents 

that directly impact on 

a character’s 
emotions’.  

 ‘I can identify 
parts of a story where 

characters disguise 

their thoughts’.  

 ‘I can make 

straightforward 

inferences based on a 

single point of 

reference, e.g. He was 

upset because it says 

that he was crying’.  

On Track – ‘I can 
identify negative 

sounds in a story, e.g. 

The window smashed 

loudly and the crash 

echoed down the 

corridor.  

 ‘I can infer a 

character’s feelings, 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
infer meaning from 

subtle character 

actions’.  

 ‘I can 
correlate character 

actions with their 

thoughts’.  

 ‘I can 
discuss characters 

and explore their 

motivations’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can collect a range 

of evidence to 

reflect on a 

character’s 
emotional 

responses to certain 

situations’. 

 ‘I can 
understand that 

some characters are 

secretive about 

Book Talk 

 

Progressing 

Towards – I can 

deduce moods, 

feelings and 

attitudes through 

references to the 

sense of taste.  

 ‘I can discuss 
how inner thoughts 

reveal more about a 

character’s 
motivations’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can recognise when 

characters’ spoken 
words do not match 

their inner thoughts 

and actions’.  

 ‘I can 
imagine a character 

in a different 

scenario and, 

through textual 

evidence, explain 

how they might 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – 

 ‘I can 
explore how 

time and place 

affects the 

events and/or 

characters’.  

 ‘I can 
trace smaller 

and larger 

problems 

within a text 

and comment 

on their 

significance’.   

 ‘I can 
recognise 

written clues 

to signify 

when a 

character’s 
role is 

changing’.  

 ‘I can 
identify 

explicit 
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 ‘I can identify how 
particular words/phrases 

used together create an 

overall impression’.  
 

Demonstration Reading 

Children are shown how to 

make inferences from a short 

text on the basis of what is 

being said or done. 

 

Reading Skills Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to practice 

making inferences on the 

basis of what is being said or 

done from a short text. 

 

Reading Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently infer 

information from a short 

text. 

justifying my views 

with reference to the 

text’.  

 ‘I can comment 
on features in a text 

using supporting 

evidence, e.g. A bad 

character is first 

revealed by ‘a sly grin’.  

 ‘I can make 
straightforward 

inferences, based on a 

single point of 

reference, e.g. He was 

upset because it says 

that he was crying. 

 ‘I can explore 
underlying ideas and 

begin to sort and 

interpret the most 

important ones’.  
 

 ‘I can explore 
underlying ideas and 

begin to sort and 

interpret the most 

important ones’.  

their real thoughts’.   

 ‘I can 
recognise how 

characters are 

presented in 

different ways, 

using text 

references to justify 

my responses’.  

 ‘I can infer 
meaning from a 

text, applying my 

knowledge of the 

world’.  

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can draw out 
evidence of 

dialogue or action 

that implies a 

character’s 
feelings’.  

 ‘I can 
analyse the actions 

of a character and 

discuss what they 

reveal about 

personality’.  

think’.  

 ‘I can 
explain the nature 

of relationships 

between a central 

character and 

others, exploring 

the subtleties of 

actions and words’.  

 ‘I can 
understand how 

‘opinion’ can be 
stated as fact, 

particularly in 

persuasive texts’.  

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can piece 
together 

information from 

different characters, 

e.g. certain textual 

clues, dialogue and 

imagery, to create a 

whole 

interpretation.  

 ‘I can collect 
a range of textual 

messages 

compared to 

implicit 

messages of a 

text’.  
On Track –  

 ‘I can 
analyse how a 

story is set 

during a 

certain era, 

season or time 

of day’.  

 ‘I can 
provide clear 

evidence of a 

character’s 
motivations, 

decisions and 

actions’.  

 ‘I can 
draw 

conclusions 

about 

characters/plo

t/events that 

go beyond the 

words’.  
Way Ahead – 
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Way Ahead – ‘I 
can identify language 

that reveals a 

character’s thoughts’.  

 ‘I can infer a 
character’s thoughts, 

justifying my views 

with reference to the 

text’.  
 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children are shown 

how to draw 

inferences from a text 

such as; inferring 

character’s thoughts, 
feelings and motives 

from their actions as 

well as justifying 

inferences with 

evidence.  

 

Reading Skills Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to practice 

inferring information 

from a text and 

justifying their 

inferences. 

 

 ‘I can infer a 
writer’s intent 

through references 

to ‘smell’ at certain 
points in a story’.  

 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children are shown 

how to draw 

inferences from a 

text such as; 

inferring character’s 
thoughts, feelings 

and motives from 

their actions as well 

as justifying 

inferences with 

evidence.  

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to 
practice inferring 

information from a 

text and justifying 

their inferences. 

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

clues and piece 

together my own 

interpretations of 

character 

motivations/author 

intentions’.  
 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children are shown 

how to draw 

inferences from a 

text such as; 

inferring character’s 
thoughts, feelings 

and motives from 

their actions as well 

as justifying 

inferences with 

evidence.  

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to 
practice inferring 

information from a 

text and justifying 

their inferences. 

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

 ‘I can 
demonstrate a 

high level of 

understanding 

of characters 

through 

analysing all of 

their 

relationships’. 

 ‘I can 
consider that a 

text can be 

interpreted at 

different 

levels’.   

 ‘I can 
provide 

contrasting 

evidence 

regarding an 

author’s 
possible 

intentions’.  
 

Demonstratio

n Reading 

Children are 

shown how to 

draw 
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Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently infer 

information from a 

short text, practicing 

justifying their 

inferences with 

evidence. 

opportunity to 

independently infer 

information from a 

short text,  

justifying their 

inferences with 

evidence. 

independently infer 

information from a 

short text, justifying 

their inferences 

with evidence. 

 

inferences 

from a text 

such as; 

inferring 

character’s 
thoughts, 

feelings and 

motives from 

their actions 

as well as 

justifying 

inferences 

with evidence.  

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have 

the 

opportunity to 
practice 

inferring 

information 

from a text 

and justifying 

their 

inferences. 

 

National 

Curriculu

m 

 Predicting what 

might happen on 

the basis of what 

has been read so 

far. 

Predicting what might 

happen on the basis of what 

has been read so far.  

Predicting what might happen from details 

stated and implied.  

Predicting what might happen from 

details stated and implied.  
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Skill Predicting  Predict what might 

happen from what 

has been read so 

far. 

Make plausible predictions 

about what might happen 

from what has been read so 

far. 

Make increasingly 

plausible predictions 

based on details stated 

in the text and their 

wider knowledge. 

Predict what might 

happen from details 

stated in the text, 

giving some 

examples. 

Give evidence from 

more challenging 

texts to support 

their predictions, 

relying mainly on 

stated details. 

Predict what 

might happen 

from details 

stated and 

implied. 

Knowledg

e 

 Children are able to 

make a guess about 

what might happen 

next based on the 

information that 

they have read so 

far. 

Children are able to make a 

logical guess about what 

might happen next based on 

the information that they 

have read so far. 

Children are able to 

make increasingly 

logical guesses about 

what might happen 

next based on the 

information that they 

have read so far. 

Children begin to 

justify their answers 

with evidence from the 

text. 

Children are able to 

make increasingly 

confident logical 

guesses about what 

might happen next 

based on the 

information that 

they have read so 

far. Children are 

able to justify their 

answers with 

evidence from the 

text.  

Children are able to 

make increasingly 

logical guesses 

about what might 

happen next based 

on the information 

that they have read 

so far. Children are 

able to justify their 

answers with 

evidence from the 

text. 

Children are 

able to 

confidently 

make 

increasingly 

logical guesses 

about what 

might happen 

next based on 

the 

information 

that they have 

read so far. 

Children are 

able to 

confidently 

justify their 

answers with 

evidence from 

the text.  

Coverage 

– RWI/ 

Book Talk 

 Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards –  ‘I 
can predict what 

might happen from 

Book Talk 

Progressing Towards 

– ‘I can judge if a problem 
was predictable or 

unexpected’.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can make 
predictions about non-

chronological reports 

and explanations’.  

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
predict what might 

happen from 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
explore the 

predictable nature 

of a problem and 

Book Talk  

Progres

sing Towards 

– ‘I can predict 
what might 
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illustrations’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can predict sounds 

that might occur in 

stories before they 

happen’.  

 ‘I can begin 
to make predictions 

based on textual 

features, e.g. Once 

upon a time, title, 

captions, blurb’.  

 ‘I can predict 
what might happen 

from illustrations 

and text’.  

Way Ahead – 

‘I can predict a story 
problem before it 

occurs, drawing on 

experience of other 

stories’.  

 ‘I can predict 

what might happen 

from the text’.  
 

 ‘I can give reasons 

for what might happen 

because of a character’s 
actions’.  

 ‘I can use my 
understanding of characters, 

situations and settings to 

make predictions’.  

 ‘I can predict what 
will happen based on what 

has been read so far’.  

On Track – ‘I can 
predict what might happen 

next on the basis of more 

than one clue’.  

Way Ahead – ‘I can 
make predictions about 

action that might occur in a 

story’.  

 ‘I can make plausible 
predictions of future events 

based on what has been read 

so far’.  
 

 ‘I can predict 
what might happen 

from a 

detail/illustration 

provided’.  
On Track- 

 ‘I can predict 
what might happen 

from two or more 

details (including 

illustrations)’.  

Way Ahead – ‘I 
can make plausible 

predictions from 

details (including 

illustrations)’.  
 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children have the 

opportunity to hear 

their teacher modelling 

how to make 

predictions based on 

previous details stated 

and implied as well as 

justifying those 

predictions with 

evidence. 

implied details 

(including 

illustrations)’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can predict what 

might happen from 

some implied 

details (including 

illustrations)’.  

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can make 

predictions about a 

character’s actions’.  

 ‘I can 
plausibly predict 

what might happen 

from details implied 

and stated 

(including 

illustrations)’.  
 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children have the 

opportunity to hear 

their teacher 

modelling how to 

make predictions 

based on previous 

resolution in a 

story’.  

 ‘I can 

predict what might 

happen from a 

detail provided’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can predict what 

might happen from 

two or more 

details’.  

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can make 
plausible 

predictions from 

numerous details 

provided’. 
 

Demonstration 

Reading 

Children have the 

opportunity to hear 

their teacher 

modelling how to 

make predictions 

based on previous 

details stated and 

implied as well as 

justifying those 

happen from 

some implied 

details’.  
On Track – 

‘I can predict 
what might 

happen from 

some details 

implied and 

stated’.  
Way Ahead – 

‘I can plausibly 

predict what 

might happen 

from details 

implied and 

stated’.  
 

Demonstratio

n Reading 

Children have 

the 

opportunity to 

hear their 

teacher 

modelling how 

to make 

predictions 

based on 

previous 

details stated 

and implied as 

well as 

justifying 



Reading 

 

 

Demonstration 

Reading/Whole 

Class Reading 

Children have the 

opportunity to hear 

their teacher 

modelling how to 

predict what might 

happen next based 

on information 

already read within 

a short text.  

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently 

practise predicting 

what might happen 

next based on 

information read so 

far within a short 

text. 

 

 

Demonstration Reading 

Children have the 

opportunity to hear their 

teacher modelling how to 

predict what might happen 

next based on information 

already read within a short 

text.  

 

Reading Skills Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to practice 

making predictions on the 

basis of what they have read 

so far. 

 

Reading Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently practise 

predicting what might 

happen next based on 

information read so far 

within a short text. 

 

 

 

Reading Skills Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to practice 

making predictions 

based on previous 

details stated and 

implied as well as 

justifying those 

predictions with 

evidence.  

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently predict 

what might happen 

next based on the 

information that they 

have read so far, as 

well as beginning to 

justify their predictions 

with evidence. 

details stated and 

implied as well as 

justifying those 

predictions with 

evidence. 

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

practice making 

predictions based 

on previous details 

stated and implied 

as well as justifying 

those predictions 

with evidence.  

 

Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently 

predict what might 

happen next based 

on the information 

that they have read 

so far, as well as 

practicing justifying 

their predictions 

with evidence. 

predictions with 

evidence. 

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

practice making 

predictions based 

on previous details 

stated and implied 

as well as justifying 

those predictions 

with evidence.  

 

 Reading 

Comprehension 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

independently 

predict what might 

happen next based 

on the information 

that they have read 

so far, as well as 

justifying their 

predictions with 

evidence. 

those 

predictions 

with evidence. 

 

Reading Skills 

Lessons 

Children have 

the 

opportunity to 

practice 

making 

predictions 

based on 

previous 

details stated 

and implied as 

well as 

justifying 

those 

predictions 

with evidence. 

 

Reading 

Comprehensio

n 

Children have 

the 

opportunity to 

independently 

predict what 

might happen 

next based on 

the 

information 
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that they have 

read so far, as 

well as 
justifying their 

predictions 

with evidence.  

National 

Curriculu

m 

  Answering and asking 

questions 

Asking questions to improve their 

understanding of a text. 

Asking questions to improve their 

understanding.  

 

Provide reasoned justifications for 

their views.  

Skill Questioning 

and explaining 

Give a simple 

explanation about 

the information, 

characters and 

events in books or 

texts that have been 

read to them. 

Answer and ask simple 

questions about age-

appropriate texts that they 

listen to and those that they 

read for themselves, 

explaining what they have 

learned. 

Ask simple questions to 

improve their 

understanding of a 

text. 

Ask a range of 

questions to 

improve their 

understanding of an 

age-appropriate 

text, often trying to 

find more 

information to solve 

a problem for 

themselves. 

Ask a range of 

questions to 

improve their 

understanding of 

what they have 

read, appropriate to 

the task, and give 

clear explanations 

and reasons for 

their views.  

Ask targeted, 

well-worded 

questions to 

improve their 

understanding 

of a text, 

giving focused 

explanations, 

presentations 

and detailed 

reasons for 

their views. 
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Knowledg

e 

 Children 

demonstrate they 

have understood 

what has been read 

to them by giving 

simple explanations 

about characters 

and events that take 

place within a book.  

Children are able to answer 

and ask simple questions 

about what they have read 

or have heard read to them 

as well as explaining their 

understanding.  

Children know that by 

asking simple 

questions they can 

improve their 

understanding of a 

text.   

Children know that 

by asking questions 

they can improve 

their knowledge 

and understanding 

of a text.  

Children know that 

by asking questions 

they can improve 

their knowledge 

and understanding 

of what they are 

reading.  

 

Children share their 

viewpoint about 

what they have 

read, justifying their 

views with 

evidence. 

Children ask 

well-worded 

questions to 

improve their 

knowledge 

and 

understanding 

of a text.  

 

Children 

confidently 

share their 

viewpoint 

about what 

they have 

read, ensuring 

that they give 

focused 

detailed 

explanations 

for their views 

as well as 

justifying their 

views with 

evidence. 

Coverage- 

RWI/ 

Book Talk 

 Class Reader 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

provide simple 

explanations about 

events that have 

taken place in a 

story and character 

motives.  

Book Talk 

Progressing Towards 

– ‘I can generate questions 
before reading and use 

bibliographic knowledge to 

retrieve specific information’.  

Book Talk 

Children ask questions 

about what they have 

read to improve their 

understanding of a 

text. 

 

Book Talk 

Children ask a range 

of question types 

about what they 

have read to 

improve their 

understanding of a 

text. 

 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
reflect on 

interesting aspects 

of a story (when a 

writer emphasises 

Book Talk 

Progre

ssing Towards 

– ‘I can 
understand 

that authors 

write about 
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Book Talk 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

demonstrate their 

understanding by 

sharing 

explanations, with 

their peers and 

teacher, about a 

characters motives 

along with events 

that have taken 

place in a story. 

On Track – ‘I can 
generate questions in 

relation to the action in a 

story’.  

 ‘I can generate 
questions before reading and 

later retrieve specific 

answers to my questions’.  
 

Book Talk 

Children have the 

opportunity to answer and 

ask simple questions about 

what they have read. 

 

Class Reader 

Children have the 

opportunity to answer and 

ask simple questions about 

what they have heard being 

read to them. 

‘touch’) and suggest 
why they have 

chosen this sense.  

 ‘I can 
explain how a major 

event can push a 

story on/in a new 

direction’.  

On Track – ‘I 
can categorise 

positive and 

negative smells 

within a narrative 

and explain their 

functions in 

creating particular 

atmospheres’.  

 ‘I can 
explain the nature 

of relationships 

between a central 

character and 

others, exploring 

the subtleties of 

actions and words’. 

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can find 
evidence of 

specific issues 

to elicit 

questions 

from the 

reader’.  
 

On Track –  

 ‘ I can 
ask pertinent 

questions 

about a text’. 
 

 ‘I can 
support my 

critique with 

multiple 

references 

that work 

towards a 

clear point’.  
 

Way Ahead  

 ‘I can 
develop 

questions and 

consider how 

much an 

author reveals 

to help me 
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‘intensity of 
feelings’, using key 
words/phrases to 

support my views. 

 ‘I can 
explain, using 

evidence, how an 

author has clearly 

expressed a point of 

view’.  

 ‘I can draw 
conclusions about 

how characters’ 
behaviours impact 

on others’.  

 ‘I can 
appraise a text 

quickly and 

effectively using 

supporting 

evidence’.  
 

Book Talk 

Children ask a range 

of question types 

about what they 

have read to 

improve their 

understanding of a 

answer them’.  
 

 ‘I can 
comment on 

the wider 

importance of 

events/ideas 

in a text’.  
 

Book Talk 

Children ask a 

range of 

question types 

about what 

they have read 

to improve 

their 

understanding 

of a text. 

Children also 

have the 

opportunity to 

share their 

viewpoint 

about what 

they have 

read, justifying 

their 

viewpoints 

with evidence 

from the text. 
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text. Children also 

have the 

opportunity to 

share their 

viewpoint about 

what they have 

read, justifying their 

viewpoints with 

evidence from the 

text. 

 

 

National 

Curriculu

m 

  Being introduced to non-

fiction books that are 

structured in different ways.  

Reading books that are structured in different 

ways and reading for a range of purposes.  

Reading books that are structured in 

different ways and reading for a 

range of purposes.  

Skill Structure and 

purpose  

 Notice that non-fiction books 

are structured in different 

ways. 

Read books for a range 

of purposes that are 

structured in different 

ways and describe 

their structure.  

Read books that are 

structured in 

different ways and 

read for a range of 

purposes, 

identifying the 

purpose of a book 

and how it is 

structured. 

Read books that are 

structured in 

different ways and 

read for an 

increasing range of 

purposes.  

Read longer 

and more 

challenging 

books that are 

structured in 

different ways 

and read for 

an increasing 

range of 

purposes. 
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Knowledg

e 

  Children understand that 

non-fiction books can be 

structured in a variety of 

different ways.  

Children understand 

that books are 

structured in different 

ways and have a 

variety of purposes. 

Children read books 
for a variety of 

purposes including;  

pleasure, to find out 

information and the 

meaning of new words. 

Children 

understand that 

books are 

structured in a 

range of different 

ways and have a 

variety of purposes. 

Children read books 
for a variety of 

purposes including; 

for pleasure, to find 

out information and 

the meaning of new 

words. 

Children 

understand that 

books are 

structured in a 

range of different 

ways and have a 

variety of purposes. 

Children read books 

for a variety of 

purposes including; 

for pleasure, to find 

out information and 

the meaning of new 

words. 

Children read 

a wide variety 

of books that 

are structured 

in a range of 

different ways. 

Children read 

books for a 

variety of 

purposes 

including; for 

pleasure, to 

find out 

information 

and the 

meaning of 

new words.  

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

  Lessons 

Children encounter a range 

of different non-fiction books 

in a variety of subjects 

including e.g. English, 

Science, History, Geography 

etc.  

Opportunities for 

individual 

reading/library time 

Children have the 

opportunity to read for 

pleasure during 

individual reading and 

library time. 

 

Lessons 

Children encounter a 

range of different non-

fiction books that a 

structured in a range of 

different ways within in 

a variety of subjects 

including e.g. English, 

Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
evaluate different 

text-types and 

discuss their 

effectiveness as 

examples of the 

genre’.  
 

Opportunities for 

individual 

reading/library 

time 

Children have the 

opportunity to read 

Book Talk 

Way Ahead 

– ‘I can decide on 
the quality and 

usefulness of a 

range of texts’.  
 

Opportunities for 

individual 

reading/library 

time 

Children have the 

opportunity to read 

for pleasure during 

individual reading 

and library time. 

Opportunities 

for individual 

reading/librar

y time 

Children have 

the 

opportunity to 

read for 

pleasure 

during 

individual 

reading and 

library time. 

 

Lessons 

Children 

encounter a 
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Science, History, 

Geography etc. that 

they may use to 

support them with 

their learning or they 

may read them for 

pleasure.   

 

 

for pleasure during 

individual reading 

and library time. 

 

Lessons 

Children encounter 

a range of different 

non-fiction books 

that a structured in 

a range of different 

ways within in a 

variety of subjects 

including e.g. 

English, Science, 

History, Geography 

etc. that they may 

use to support them 

with their learning 

or they may read 

them for pleasure.   

 

 

 

Lessons 

Children encounter 

a range of different 

non-fiction books 

that a structured in 

a range of different 

ways within in a 

variety of subjects 

including e.g. 

English, Science, 

History, Geography 

etc. that they may 

use to support them 

with their learning 

or they may read 

them for pleasure.   

 

range of 

different non-

fiction books 

that a 

structured in a 

range of 

different ways 

within in a 

variety of 

subjects 

including e.g. 

English, 

Science, 

History, 

Geography 

etc. that they 

may use to 

support them 

with their 

learning or 

they may read 

them for 

pleasure.   

 

 

National 

Curriculu

m 

    Increasing their familiarity with a 

wide range of books, including myths, 

legends and traditional stories, 

modern fiction, fiction from our 

literary heritage  
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Skill Reading 

widely 

    Become familiar 

with a wide range 

of books, including 

those from other 

cultures and 

traditions.  

Compare a 

wide range of 

books and 

identify fiction 

from our 

literary 

heritage.   

Knowledg

e 

     Children are 

knowledgeable 

about a wide range 

of books, including 

books from other 

cultures and 

traditions.  

Children are 

knowledgeabl

e about a wide 

range of books 

and are able to 

make 

comparisons 

across them. 

Children are 

also 

knowledgeabl

e about fiction 

from our 

literary 

heritage.  

Coverage- 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

     Class Reader 

A wide range of 

books are shared 

with children to 

help expand their 

knowledge of 

literature. Modern 

fiction; The storm 

keepers island by 

Catherine Doyle. 

Books from other 

cultures and 

Class Reader 

A wide range 

of books are 

shared with 

children to 

help expand 

their 

knowledge of 

literature. 

Modern 

fiction; 

Malamander 
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traditions; The girl 

and the elephant by 

Nirzana Farook, The 

boy at the back of 

the class by Onjali 

Q. Rauf.  

 

English Lessons 

Children are 

exposed to a wide 

range of books; 

traditional tale 

(Aladdin and the 

enchanted lamp by 

Philip Pullman) 

historical fiction 

(Secrets of a sun 

king by Emma 

Carroll) and modern 

fiction that are also 

used to inspire their 

writing (see writing 

overview and class 

reader overview for 

more detail).  

 

Book Talk 

A wide range of 

books and text 

types will be shared 

with the children 

for them to discuss.  

by Thomas 

Taylor and The 

house with 

chicken legs by 

Sophie 

Anderson. 

Historical 

fiction; Letters 

from the 

lighthouse by 

Emma Carroll. 

 

English 

Lessons 

Children are 

exposed to a 

wide range of 

books; 

traditional tale 

(Hansel and 

Gretel by Neil 

Gaiman). 

Fiction from 

our literary 

heritage (A 

Christmas 

Carroll by 

Charles 

Dickens). Myth 

and legend ().  

 

Book Talk 

A wide range 

of books and 
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text types will 

be shared with 

the children 

for them to 

discuss. 

National 

Curriculu

m 

    Recommending books that they have 

read to their peers, giving reasons for 

their choices.  

Skill Recommendin

g 

    Recommend books 

that they have read 

to their peers, 

giving reasons for 

their choices. 

Recommend 

books that 

they have read 

for a range of 

purposes to 

their peers, 

giving 

persuasive and 

detailed 

reasons for 

their choices. 

Knowledg

e 

     Children are 

knowledgeable 

about a range of 

books and are able 

to recommend 

books to peers that 

they have enjoyed 

based on their 

interests giving 

Children are 

knowledgeabl

e about a wide 

range of books 

and are able to 

recommend a 

variety of 

different types 

of books to 
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reasons for their 

selections. 

peers giving 

persuasive and 

detailed 

reasons for 

their selection.  

Coverage 

– 

RWI/Book 

Talk 

     Book Talk 

Progressing 

Towards – ‘I can 
talk about my 

personal 

preferences for 

authors and 

genres’.  
 

Library Time 

Children have the 

opportunity to 

recommend books 

to their peers based 

on books they have 

enjoyed, justifying 

their reasons why 

they recommend 

that book.  

Library Time 

Children have 

the 

opportunity to 

recommend 

books to their 

peers based 

on books they 

have enjoyed, 

justifying their 

reasons why 

they 

recommend 

that book. 

 


