
READING AND PHONICS



WHAT DO WE MEAN BY 
PHONICS?



Reading and Phonics

bright

brite briet

We have 26 letters in the alphabet

We have 44 sounds

But there are more than 150 ways to 
represent these 44 sounds. 

This makes our language one of the most 
complex in the world!



W HY USE                PHONICS 

• A complete reading programme -
systematic and structured approach. 
• Meets the demands of the National 

Curriculum.

pd



Children learn:

Set 1 sounds (in grey) 
Set 2 sounds (in white)



Once confident with 
set 1 and 2 sounds, 
children begin learning 
alternative ways of 
reading and writing 
each sound



BOUNCY 
SOUNDS AND 

STRETCHY 
SOUNDS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

TkXcabDUg7Q 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zMSvBplxgfo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zMSvBplxgfo


A TYPICAL LESSON



HOW DO WE TEACH YOUR CHILD 

Fred talk

Say the sound



2 or more letters that make 

one sound

= 

special friends 

Read the sound



Review the sounds



Word Time 

Dots and dashes

Identify special friends 

Fred talk

Read the word 



Review the words

Previous sounds

Remove dots and dashes

1) Special Friends-Fred 

talk –read the word

2) Fred in your head

3) Speedy reading



Alien words



Red words  
A selection of red words are introduced each week 

through books.

These cannot be decoded phonetically.

Children need to read and write these.



Set 3 –split digraphs  

Split digraph
Chatty friends 



Spell with Fred Fingers 

• Children spell words containing the new sound 
taught

• Say the word 
• Hide your fingers-how many sounds?
• Show me the number of sounds 
• Pinch each finger as you say each sound (left to 

write just like reading in English)
• Children write the sounds they hear to spell the  

word
• Add dashes for special friends



Books

In lessons At home

Matched to your child’s 
Phonetically decodable
Re-read to build fluency

At home

I can read. Reading for pleasure-read with me.

Changed on Tuesday and Friday Changed whenever finished.





Create your own 

games of snap and 

pairs at home.



PHONICS SCREENING…



WHAT IS THE 
PHONICS 

SCREENING CHECK?

Designed to confirm whether children have learnt 
phonic decoding and blending skills to an appropriate 
standard.

In June in Year 1. Week of 10th June. 

(Any children from Year 2 who did not pass last year)

If your child does not pass, they will have the 
opportunity to take it again in June of Year 2.

Phonics challenge or quiz. We do not call it a test. 



WHAT 
HAPPENS 

DURING THE 
SCREENING?

• Screening contains 40 words

• Each child will sit on to one with a 
teacher to read each word aloud

• Screening will take approximately 10 
minutes per child (although all children 
are different and will complete the 
test at their own pace)

• Combination of 20 real words and 20 
pseudo words (nonsense/alien words)



PSEUDO (NONSENSE 
WORDS)

• Pseudo words will be shown with 
a picture of an alien.

• They are included as they will be 
new to all pupils; they do not 
favour children with a good 
vocabulary knowledge or visual 
memory.







REPORTING TO PARENTS 

• You will receive results in the summer 
report.

• If absent, we should have until Friday 21st 

June. (We will be receiving updated 
guidance from the government soon). 

ABSENT



ANY QUESTIONS?
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