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Theoretical knowledge enables pupils to make connections between art’s past, present and future. Theoretical knowledge includes learning about: 
meaning and interpretations, materials and processes and journeys and connections through time. The theoretical knowledge puts the practical knowledge 

into context. This also allows pupils to make sense of artists, artwork, and art traditions from around the world.  

 

Practical knowledge develops pupil’s ability to make and create art as it allows them to make choices based on possibilities of materials and media. 

Procedural knowledge is taught through units such as drawing and painting which are built on year on year, as well as sculpture, textiles, collage and 

printing which are taught every other year.  

 

Disciplinary knowledge is about the way that art conceives of itself as a discipline. This is a broad knowledge base which includes: how aesthetic 

judgements are formed and claimed; how art is studied; and how to participate in the discourses of artists, scholars, and critics. Disciplinary knowledge 

helps pupils be able to interpret art. 

 

A unit of art lessons is designed for children to combine practical, theoretical and disciplinary knowledge through 4 key stages:  

 

Inspiration from movements or artists: The study of art history, art theory, specific artists and historical, social and economic contexts. 

Skills lesson and generating ideas: The opportunity to use mediums and materials, explore material properties & uses and the chance to develop skills & 

ideas through practical approaches.  

Create: Invitation to plan creatively, make outcomes using original ideas, and the opportunity to adapt, refine and change creative outcomes.  

Present and evaluate: The chance display and talk about our own creations and engage in critical discussions about own work and the work of our peers. 
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Whole school overview and coverage 
 Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

A
u

tu
m

n
 1

 

Art: Pablo 

Picasso  

Art: Drawing  Self-

portraits  

 

Inspiration: Clare 

Youngs and Julian 

Opie) 

DT: Structures  

 

Design and create a town 

Art: Painting - 

Watercolour  

 

Inspiration: David 

Hockney 

Art: Printing 

 

Inspiration: Pop Art - Andy 

Warhol 

Art: Drawing/  Indian ink  

 

Inspiration: Indian 

Architecture  

Art: Lino printing  

 

Inspiration: Leopoldo 

Mendez   

A
u

tu
m

n
 2

 

Art: Andy 

Goldsworthy  

DT: Food technology  

 

Tea Party  

 

Art: Printing 

 

Inspiration: GFOL print. 

Edward Bawden 

Art: Sculpture 

(Beakers)  

Textiles (weaving)  

 

Inspiration: Beaker 

people    

DT: Construction  

 

Roman Catapult 

Art: Painting and textiles  

 

Inspiration: Hans 

Holbein  

DT: Textiles 

 

Sewing a teddy   

S
p

ri
n

g
 1

 

DT: Hamish 

Mackie  

Art: Textiles  

 

Inspiration: Eric Carle  

DT: Textiles and 

constructions  

 

Habitat and animal  

Art: Drawing (sketching 

animals and oil pastels)  

 

Inspiration: Henri 

Rousseau 

DT: Textiles 

 

Digestive System T-shirt   

DT: Construction 

 

Heliocentric model  

Art: Sketching 

(illustrator techniques)  

 

Inspiration: Da Vinci?  

 

S
p

ri
n

g
 2

 

Art: Claude 

Monet 

DT: construction  

 

Design and make a 

building 

 

Art: Drawing/ painting  

 
Inspiration: Henri Matisse  

Wassily Kandinsky, Alma 

Thomas, Pablo Picasso 

Vincent Van Gogh 

DT: Food technology  

 

Design and make a 

healthy snack and 

packaging  

 

 

DT: Mechanisms (pulleys) 

and electrical 

 

Stage design with moving 

curtain  

DT: Mechanisms 

 

Design and make a 

moving F1 car   

Art: Collage, painting  

 
Inspiration : 

David Hockney (collage), 

Claude Monet, Edvard 

Munch, Damian Hirst, 

Banksy, Jean Michel 

Basquait, Betye Saar  

S
u

m
m

e
r 

1
 

Art: Vincent 

Van Gogh 

Art: Sculpture and 

paint  

 

Sculptors:  

Mike Barlow, Dylan 

Lewis, John Tolmay 

DT: Mechanisms  

 

Make a moving vehicle  

DT: Levers  

 

Levers and fulcrums  

Greek myth moving 

picture  

Art: Drawing   

 

Inspiration: Viking 

brooches   

Art: Sculpture 

 

Inspiration: Egyptian 

amulets, Adam Henein  

 

DT: construction  

 

Moving model of the 

Titanic  

S
u

m
m

e
r 

2
 Art :Marie 

Antuanelle  

DT: Mechanisms  

 

Slide pop up book  

Art: Collage  

 

Inspiration: Megan Coyle,  

African animals. Lubaina 

Himid?  

DT: Construction  

 

Volcano model and 

earthquake-proof 

structure  

Art: Painting and Collage   

 

Inspiration: Georgie 

O’Keefe  

DT: Food 

 

Design and make a zero-

waste meal  

DT: robots and electrical  
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EYFS 

 

ELG- Expressive Arts and Design  

Creating with materials  Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 

form and function. 

 • Share their creations, explaining the process they 
have used.  

• Make use of props and materials when role playing 
characters in narratives and stories. 

Being imaginative and expressive  Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with 

peers and their teacher. 

 • Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.  

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with 
others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with 

music 
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 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k

il
l 

Describe and 

explore 

different 

textures and 

marks  

Describe different types 

of art and artists  

Describe 

characteristics of 

different types of 

art.   

Describe how art can 

be used to express 

culture and 

traditions from 

around the world.   
Sonya Boyce  

 

 

Describe the work of 

craftspeople and how 

it influences art 

today.  

Describe and 

understand how art 

movements have key 

characteristics 
Pop Art  

Andy Warhol  

Roy Lichenstein  

 

Describe some key 

ideas, techniques 

and inspirations 

from architecture 

around the world.  

Describe and 

explain how 

significant artists 

are influenced by 

different historical, 

cultural and social 

contexts.   
Banksy 

Damien Hirst  

 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

  

I can describe 

what I see, 

feel and 

create using 

an increasing 

range of 

vocabulary 

such as 

straight, curvy, 

wavy, thin, 

thick, swirly, 

rough, 

smooth, soft, 

fluffy, 

colourful 

Pablo Picasso was a 

Spanish artist. He founded 

the Cubist movement.  

Andy Goldsworthy is a 

British artist and sculptor. 

He uses natural materials 

to create art. 

Hamish Mackie is a wildlife 

sculptor. 

Claude Monet was a 

French painter who is 

famous for his water lily 

paintings. 

Vincent Van Gogh was one 

of the world’s most 
famous artists. He painted 

still life like ‘Sunflowers’.  
Marie Antuanelle is an 

Australian artist who 

Batik is a 

traditional 

Indonesian 

technique which 

uses wax and dye.  
 

African textiles have 

patterns that bear 

geometric shapes or 

symbols which tell 

stories about the 

traditions of the 

tribe that created 

them. 

Bell-shaped pottery 

first appeared 4500 

years ago and 

inspires pottery 

today. 

Pop art is a movement 

that appeared in the 

1950s to challenge the 

traditions of fine art. 

Mughal 

architecture is a 

type of Indo-

Aslamic 

architecture that 

includes large hall, 

domes and 

delicate 

ornamentation.   

 
Ancient Egyptian 

architecture is 

best known for its 

monumental 

temples, obelisks, 

and hieroglyphic 

decoration. 

 Art can represent 

political views, can 

tell personal stories 

and can be a form of 

protest and 

activism. 
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works with seaside objects 

and resin.   

 

 

 

 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k

il
l 

Describe what 

they can see 

within a piece 

of art. 

Describe and explain likes 

and feelings towards a 

piece of art. 

Describe likes and 

dislikes about a 

piece of art.   
Frida Kahlo 

Eric Carle  

 

Describe similarities 

and differences 

between two pieces 

of art. 
Henri Matisse  

Wassily Kandinsky 

Alma Thomas   

Pablo Picasso 

Vincent Van Gogh 

 

Evaluate artwork by 

describing the use of 

composition.   
Henri Rousseau  

David Hockney 

 

Evaluate artists and 

artwork by describing 

the use of colour to 

evoke emotion and 

feelings.   
Georgie O’Keefe 

 

Make comparisons 

between different 

movements and 

styles.  
 Hans Holbein  

Picasso  

 

Evaluate how 

different artistic 

movements often 

use colour in a 

distinctive way and 

can take inspiration 

from these. 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

  

I can look 

carefully at a 

piece of art 

and describe 

what I see. 

I can explain how a 

piece of art makes me 

feel and what I enjoy 

about it including the 

colours and shapes I can 

see within it. 

Colour, shape and 

line can be used 

to describe likes 

and dislikes about 

art.  
 

Colour, shape and 

line can be used to 

describe similarities 

and differences.    

Composition in art is 

a term which refers 

to the arrangement 

of elements and 

subject matter in a 

piece of visual art.  

Warm colours 

including orange, 

yellow and red, can 

give a sense of 

happiness and energy 

whereas cool colours 

including blue, green 

and magenta, can give 

a sense of calming or 

sadness.  

Comparisons can 

be made between 

realistic and 

abstract self-

portraits. 

Expressionist artists 

use intense, non-

naturalistic colours. 

Impressionist artists 

use complementary 

colours. Fauvist 

artists use flat areas 

or patches of colour. 

Naturalist artists use 

realistic colours 
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 Generation of Ideas (To be taught in each unit of art) 
 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k
il
l 

Communicate their ideas 

simply before creating 

artwork. 

Make simple sketches to 

explore and develop ideas. 

Use preliminary sketches in 

a sketchbook to 

communicate an idea or 

experiment with a 

technique 

Create a series of sketches 

over time to develop ideas 

on a theme or develop a 

technique 

Review ideas and sketches 

to improve and develop 

ideas, improving on a 

technique 

Review ideas and sketches to 

improve and give reasons for 

their final design whilst 

mastering a technique 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

  

Discussion and initial 

sketches can be used to 

communicate ideas and are 

part of the artistic process. 

A sketch is a quickly 

produced or unfinished 

drawing, which helps artists 

develop their ideas. 

Preliminary sketches are 

quick drawings that can be 

used to inspire a final piece 

of artwork. They are often 

line drawings that are done 

in pencil. 

Artists use sketching to 

develop an idea over time. 

Ways to review and revisit 

ideas include annotating 

sketches and sketchbook 

pages, practising and 

refining techniques 

Ways to review and revisit 

ideas include annotating 

sketches and sketchbook 

pages, practising and 

mastering techniques by 

making models or prototypes 

of the finished piece. 
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Practical Knowledge  

 

Painting  

 Nursery 

 

Recepetion 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k

il
l 

 

Recognise and name 

colours. 

 

Explore colour and 

colour mixing. 

Explore colour and colour mixing. 

 

Identify when to use specific  

colours. 

Identify and 

use paints in 

the primary 

colours.  

 Identify and 

make 

secondary 

colours by 

mixing 

primary 

colours 

together.  

Identify and make 

tertiary colours. 

 

Identify and use 

complementary 

colours.  

 

 

Add black or 

white to alter 

the shade or tint 

of colours. 

Identify and use 

my knowledge 

of the colour 

wheel and tints 

to mix colours 

needed for a 

portrait. 

Experiment 

with using a 

variety of 

different 

techniques and 

paint to add 

interesting 

effects such as 

reflections, 

shadows and 

the direction of 

sunlight.  

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 

I can recognise and 

name the colours red, 

orange, pink, blue, 

purple, green, black, 

brown.  

 

Explores what happens 

when colours are mixed. 

Explores what happens when 

colours are mixed. 

Begins to recognise that certain 

colours can be used to represent 

certain things e.g. a blue sea 

The primary 

colours are 

red, blue and 

yellow. 

The secondary 

colours are 

green, orange 

and purple.  

Tertiary colours 

are made from 

mixing primary and 

secondary colours 

together.  

A tint is a colour 

mixed with 

white, which 

increases 

lightness, and a 

shade is a colour 

mixed with 

black, which 

increases 

darkness. 

Colour wheel 

theory can be 

used to create a 

range of colours 

(including 

creating shades 

and tones).  

Different 

painting 

techniques 

include 

layering, 

scraping, colour 

blocking, 

washes, dotting 

and splashing.  

Drawing 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Skill 

 

Create closed shapes 

with continuous lines 

and begin to use these 

shapes to represent 

objects 

Draw with increasing complexity 

and detail, such as representing a 

face with a circle and including 

details. 
 

Show different emotions in their 

drawings. 

Use different 

pencils to 

create 

different 

types of lines.  

Use different 

media to draw 

and create 

different 

effects.  

 

Use sketching 

techniques with 

colour to create a 

scene.  

Use different 

media and 

shading 

techniques to 

create realistic 

drawings.  

Consider tonal 

perspective, 

scale, space and 

proportions to 

create realistic 

drawings.   

Explain why 

specific 

techniques 

have been 

chosen to 

create 

artwork., 

including the 

effect of light.  

Knowledge 

 

Pencils, crayons, pens 

can all be used to create 

shapes and marks which 

can represent objects. 

Zigzags, wavy, cuved, thick and 

thin lines can be used to add 

detail to drawings and to show 

emotions, happy, sad, scared, 

angry 

Soft pencils 

create darker 

lines and are 

marked with 

a B for black. 

Hard pencils 

create lighter 

lines and are 

marked with 

an H for hard.  

 

Different 

types of line 

include 

zigzag, wavy, 

curved, thick 

and thin. 

Different 

media to draw 

include pencil, 

crayon or 

charcoal.   

 

Tone is the 

lightness or 

darkness of a 

colour. Pencils 

can create 

lines of 

different 

thicknesses 

and tones and 

can also be 

smudged. 

Hatching, cross-

hatching, stippling 

and scumbling to 

add texture.  

 

Tone can be 

created with 

colour using 

different media 

such as oil pastels. 

Different media 

such as pens can 

be used to 

sketch. 

 

Lighter and 

darker areas can 

be created in my 

drawing by using 

a range of 

shading 

techniques.  
 

Ink wash can be 

used to create a 

tonal 

perspective, 

light and shade. 

 

Scale, space and 

realistic 

proportions 

need to be 

considered 

when drawing a 

portrait.   

The effect of 

light on people 

and objects can 

develop the 

concept of 

perception and 

make people or 

objects more 

realistic.   

  3D Form and Sculpture  
 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Skill 

 

Uses a range of hands-

on exploration and 

sensory experiences to 

explore 3D sculpture. 

 

Uses a range of hands-on 

exploration and sensory 

experiences to explore 3D 

sculpture.  

Use a range 

of malleable 

materials and 

techniques to 

make a 

sculpture.   

 Use different tools 

and techniques to 

make and decorate 

a clay beaker. 
 

 Use 2D 

drawings to 

design 3D 

objects.  

 

Use a range of 

tools and 
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techniques to 

model a 

sculpture.  

Knowledge 

 

Playdough, clay or salt 

dough can be moulded 

and shaped to create 

different 

shapes/sculptures, 

objects/representations. 

 

Rolling, pinching or 

flattening dough or clay 

changes its shape.  

 

Cutting, gluing, taping or 

sticking items enables 

different structures and 

sculptures to be 

created. 

 

Outdoors – large 

materials, stones, wood 

can all be used to make 

large-scale builds. 

 

A sculpture is 3D art. 

 

Playdough, clay or salt dough can 

be moulded and shaped to create 

different shapes/sculptures, 

objects/representations. 

 

Rolling, pinching or flattening 

dough or clay changes its shape.  

 

Cutting, gluing, taping or sticking 

items enables different 

structures and sculptures to be 

created. 

 

Outdoors – large materials, 

stones, wood can all be used to 

make large-scale builds. 

A sculpture is 

the name 

given to 3D 

artwork.  

 

Malleable 

materials 

include rigid 

and soft 

materials, 

such as clay, 

plasticine and 

salt dough. 
 

Sculpture 

techniques 

include 

rolling, 

cutting, 

moulding and 

carving. 
 

 

 

 Clay is a soft 

material which 

dries/sets hard.  

 

The slip method is 

used to join clay.  

 

Patterns can be 

carved into clay by 

using a range of 

tools. 3D forms can 

be painted and 

decorated.  

 

 Clay can be 

shaped and 

formed using 

rolling, carving, 

holes and 

hollows, scores 

and slips.  

 

2D drawings can 

be transferred 

into 3D objects. 

Techniques 

such as papier 

mache can be 

used to create 

realistic 

proportions.  
 

 

  Printing  
 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k

il
l 

 

Use different objects 

and materials to explore 

printing. 

 

Use different objects and 

materials to explore printing. 

 

Use printing to create repeated 

patterns. 

 Make a block 

print to create 

a repeated 

pattern.  

 

 
Make a two-

colour print 

using 

polystyrene 

printing tiles.  

 Make prints by 

using various 

techniques 

such as 

collagraph and 

lino printing.  
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K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 

 

When I put the object 

into paint and then onto 

the paper it leaves an 

image. If I press harder 

the image is darker, if I 

press lightly the image is 

lighter.  

When I put the object into paint 

and then onto the paper it leaves 

an image. If I press harder the 

image is darker, if I press lightly 

the image is lighter. 

 

If I choose two objects to print 

with I can create a repeating 

pattern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A print is a 

shape or 

image that has 

been made by 

transferring 

paint from 

one surface to 

another. 

 

A block print is 

carved into a 

surface and 

repeated to 

make a 

pattern.  
 

 A two-colour 

print uses 2 

contrasting ink 

colours.  

 

Printing tools 

include rollers 

and carving 

tools.  
 

 A collagraph is 

a type of relief 

print made by 

applying ink to 

collaged 

materials. 

 

Different 

printmaking 

techniques 

include 

engraving, 

etching and 

lithography. 
 

Textiles  
 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k

il
l 

 

 

 

Use wax and 

dye to create 

batik art. 

  

 Use weaving to 

create a pattern or 

basket.  

 Add texture to 

art work by 

using different 

materials.  

 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 

 

 

 

Batik is an 

Indonesian 

technique 

using wax to 

create 

patterns that 

resist the dye 

when the 

fabric is 

painted or 

emerged in 

dye. 

 

 Warp and weft are 

terms for two basic 

components used 

in loom weaving. 

 Different 

materials have 

different 

qualities which 

can be used to 

add texture to a 

piece of 

artwork. 
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Collage  
 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k

il
ls

 

 

Rip, tear, scrunch and 

cut tissue paper to 

create collages.  

Rip, tear, scrunch, cut and layer 

materials to create collages.  

 

Use colours to help create a 

scene e.g. green for the grass. 

 Layer materials 

to create a 

collage.  

 

 Use colours 

effectively to 

create collages 

with different 

effects.  

 Use different 

techniques 

such as 

overlapping 

digital media to 

create collages.   

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

 

We can change the 

shape of materials by 

cutting, tearing, 

scrunching or ripping 

them. 

 

We can change the shape of 

materials by cutting, tearing, 

scrunching or ripping them and 

then use these to create a 

picture.  

 Materials can 

be shaped 

using tearing 

and materials 

can be layered 

to create 

texture.  

 

Collage can be 

used to create 

a background 

for silhouette 

overlay.  

 Warm or cool 

palettes can 

affect the feel of 

a collage.  
 

Different papers 

and cutting or 

tearing 

techniques can 

create different 

effects. 

 Collage 

techniques 

include coiling 

and 

tessellation. 

 

A collage can 

be created by 

overlapping 

digital media. 

Evaluation (To be taught in each unit of art) 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

S
k
il
l Explain to an 

adult what 

Return to 

and build on 

their 

Say what they like 

about their own 

Analyse and evaluate 

their own work and 

Make suggestions for 

ways to adapt and 

Give constructive 

feedback to others 

about ways to improve a 

Compare and comment 

on the ideas, methods 

and approaches in their 

Adapt and refine 

artwork in light of 

constructive feedback 
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they have 

created. 

previous 

learning, 

refining 

ideas and 

developing 

their ability 

to represent 

them 

work using simple 

artistic vocabulary 

others using artistic 

vocabulary 

improve a piece of 

artwork. 

piece of artwork and 

respond to suggestions 

made about their own 

own and others’ work, 
explaining ways to 

develop the technique 

further 

and reflection, 

demonstrating a 

secure understanding 

of the technique 

taught 

K
n

o
w

le
d

g
e

  

I can say what 

I have created 

and what 

materials I 

used.  

I understand 

that if I give 

more time 

to my 

learning, I 

can improve 

it and add to 

it. 

Aspects of artwork 

that can be 

discussed include 

use of colour and 

shape 

Aspects of artwork to 

analyse and evaluate 

include colour, 

shape, form and 

texture 

Suggestions for 

improving or adapting 

artwork could include 

aspects of the 

execution of specific 

techniques or the uses 

of colour, line, texture, 

tone, shadow and 

shading 

Constructive feedback 

highlights strengths and 

areas for improvement 

and provides 

information and 

instructions aimed at 

improving one or two 

aspects of the artwork, 

which will improve the 

technique demonstrated  

Ideas are the new 

thoughts and messages 

that artists have put 

into their work. 

Methods and 

approaches are the 

techniques used to 

create art. Children 

should be able to 

discuss how the 

technique could be 

improved 

Strategies used to 

provide constructive 

feedback and 

reflection in art 

include using positive 

statements relating to 

how the technique has 

been achieved, and 

providing points for 

improvement relating 

to the artist studied  


