
                  

 

History Progression Grid 2025-2026 

Substantive Knowledge  

This is factual knowledge of the past - key events, place, people etc - and includes two types - ‘generative knowledge’ and ‘fingertip knowledge’. 

Generative knowledge is the essential, underpinning, in-depth knowledge of a topic or time period that supports further historical learning and thus 

supports pupils to generate more knowledge. Generative knowledge can be categorised into ‘substantive concepts’ (abstract concepts such as monarch or 

empire), chronological knowledge (knowledge relating to broader developments and the features of historical periods) and ‘topic knowledge’ (a rich 
knowledge of the period/place/society they are studying). Substantive Concepts are concepts concerned with the subject matter of history which are 

embedded throughout the curriculum so that each one is planned to be encountered multiple times throughout the curriculum. Substantive concepts are 

best understood with repeated encounters in specific, meaningful contexts, rather than being taught in an abstract way. Substantive concepts are classed 

as generative knowledge because they support the learning of new material. For example, understanding the concept of monarchy from an earlier topic 

supports understanding of the next topic which involves different types of leadership.  

Chronological knowledge is also generative knowledge. This is the specific knowledge of the broad characteristics of historical periods and supports pupils 

to build coherent schema for particular topics.  

Fingertip knowledge is the knowledge of the key facts and dates which pupils need in their minds, or at their fingertips, whilst undertaking historical 

enquiries, without which they would be incapable of constructing answers. Without essential fingertip knowledge, working memory is overloaded when 

undertaking enquiries, and it is thus useful to have this fingertip knowledge in knowledge organisers. Fingertip knowledge must be taught and pupils must 

retain it during their enquiry. However, gaining this type of knowledge is not the ultimate long term aim of the primary classroom, and it may not be 

needed beyond the current topic. 

 

 



                  

 

Substantive Concepts 

Celebrating Diversity Hierarchy and Power  Local Significance  Way of life (social 

and culture)   

Explorers and 

Invaders  

 

National Curriculum Coverage  

Year 1  Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Where in the world do I 

live? 

Changes in living memory  

Significant events in own 

locality  

Have towns always been 

the same? 

Significant historical 

events and places in own 

locality 

Who were the first 

people?  

Changes in Britain from 

Stone Age to Iron Age 

Who were the rotten 

Romans?  

The Roman Empire and 

its impact on Britain. 

Who was the most 

powerful monarch?  

Study an aspect or theme 

in British history beyond 

1066. 

Where does chocolate 

come from?  

A non-European study  

Which Queen is 

supreme?  

Lives of significant 

individuals 

Who started the fire?  

Events beyond living 

memory (Great Fire of 

London)  

How Greek are we?  

A study of Greek life and 

achievements  

 

Who were the raiders 

and invaders?  

Settlement by Anglo-

Saxons and the Viking 

and Anglo Saxon struggle  

What’s inside our 
universe?  

 

Was the Second World 

War necessary?  

A local history study  

Did dinosaurs really 

exist?  

Lives of significant 

individuals  

Who were the great 

explorers?  

Lives of significant 

individuals  

What’s that rumbling?  
 

Is the world a stage?  

 

Can you walk like an 

Egyptian?  

The achievements of 

earliest civilisations.  

Have all Atlantic 

journeys been 

successful?  

 

Is the sky the limit? 

Events beyond living 

memory  

Kenya walk on the wild 

side?  

Lives of significant 

individuals 

    

 

 



                  

 

Disciplinary Concepts 

Change and 

Continuity  

Cause and 

Consequence  

Compare and 

Contrast    

Significant (people 

and events)    

Historical 

Interpretations  

 

 

EYFS  

  

ELG- Understanding the World  

  

Past and Present   

Children at the expected level of development will:  

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society  

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class  

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                  

 

Understanding Chronology 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

D
is

ci
p

li
n

a
ry

  

Uses some 

language 

related to 

time 

Uses an 

increasing 

range of 

language 

related to 

time 

Timelines order 

key events that 

happened in the 

past.  

 

Key events can 

be ordered 

using then, next, 

now.  

Sequence at least 5 

events or people in 

chronological order. 

Order key events 

using AD and BC. 

 

Understand that 

history is divided into 

periods of history e.g. 

ancient times, middle 

ages, modern time.  

Understand how to 

use dates to place 

events and historical 

figures within a 

historical period on 

a timeline.  

Compare and 

contrast concepts 

and periods of 

change within 

history, 

representing them 

on a timeline 

(including previously 

taught time 

periods).  

Show and describe 

the main changes 

in a period of 

history, using 

terms: social, 

religious, political, 

technological, 

cultural.  

S
u

b
st

a
n

ti
v
e

  

Retells 

events in 

the correct 

order e.g. I 

went down 

the slide 

and then 

hurt my 

finger 

 

Talks about 

significant 

events in 

their own 

lives   

 

Recalls days 

of the week 

and months 

of the year 

and can say 

what will 

come next. 

 

Uses language 

such as 

yesterday, 

tomorrow 

 

Talks about 

significant 

events in their 

own lives   

Events in my 

own life 

including my 

birthday and 

first day at 

school.  

 

Key events in 

Queen Victoria’s 
life include 

coronation and 

marriage.  

 

 

Key events of the 

Great Fire of London 

show how the fire 

spread.  

 

Great explorers 

include Christopher 

Colombus, Captain 

Robert Scott and 

Ann Bancroft.  

 

Prehistoric history 

goes in order of 

Stone Age, Bronze 

Age and Iron Age. 

 

 

Key events during the 

Ancient Greece 

Civilisation include 

start, end and 

Olympics Games.  

Key changes and 

events of the Roman 

Empire including the 

invasion of Britain in 

43AD. 

 

Key events to show 

how power changed 

between Anglo 

Saxons and Vikings.  

Different world 

history civilisations 

existed before, after 

and alongside 

others.  

 

Key monarchs 

include King John, 

Henry VIII, King 

Charles I and Queen 

Victoria causing 

change within 

England.  

Key events during 

WWII changed the 

political landscape 

in Europe (including 

German invasion of 

Poland, London 

Blitz and VE day.)  

 

Windrush has a 

huge impact on 

British culture 

including an 

explosion of dance, 

art, writing and 

music.  

 

Significant People 



                  

 
D

is
ci

p
li

n
a

ry
  

Recognises 

and 

describes 

family and 

friends who 

are special 

to them. 

Can explain 

why a 

significant 

individual is 

important 

Describe why a 

significant 

individual is 

important.  

Describe and 

compare 2 

significant people.  

Describe significant 

individual impacts 

our lives today.  

Describe key 

achievements and 

failures which cause 

an individual to 

become significant.  

Explain why 

individuals were 

criticised or treated 

differently because 

of their 

achievements.  

Explain why 

significant 

individuals can be 

seen as 

controversial by 

considering the 

context of the time 

in which they were 

alive.  



                  

 
S

u
b

st
a

n
ti

v
e

  

Family, 

brother, 

sister, 

cousin, 

uncle, 

auntie   

Nelson 

Mandela, 

Rosa Parks, 

Marcus 

Rashford 

(BHM)( 
Mandela was 

South Africa’s 
first Black 

president. He 

fought for 

equality for 

Black people. 

Rosa Parks 

impacted the 

rights of Black 

people in 

America by 

standing up for 

herself. 

Marcus Rashford 

is a famous 

footballer who 

campaigns 

against child 

hunger in the UK. 

 

 

David Bowie 

(music) 

 

Mary Anning 

(dinosaurs) 

Mary Anning 

discovered a 

new type of 

dinosaur. 

 

Isambard 

Kingdom Brunell 

was an engineer 

(who designed 

famous bridges.   

 

Florence 

Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole 

were famous 

nurses.  

 

 

Compare explorers 

Christopher 

Colombus and 

Captain Cook  

 

Compare explorers 

Amelia Earhart and 

Neil Armstrong.  

 

Compare London 

architects 

Christopher Wren 

and Zaha Hadid.  

 

Compare Nelson 

Mandela and Rosa 

Parks.  

Jamie Oliver is a 

famous chef who 

made changes to 

school meals.  

 

David Attenborough 

founded WWF and 

activates against 

climate change.  

 

 

Julius Caesar 

expanded the 

Roman Empire but 

failed to invade 

Britain.  

 

Boudicca was a 

warrior queen but 

was ultimately 

defeated. 

 

Edmund Hillary and 

Sherpa Tenzing 

Norgay were the 

first men to reach 

the summit of 

Mount Everest.  

Galileo was 

imprisoned for his 

heliocentric model.  

 

Howard Carter was 

criticised for 

damaging 

Tutankhumun’s 
tomb.  

 

Katherine Johnson 

was treated 

different for her 

race.   

Darwin’s theory of 
evolution went 

against religious 

beliefs.  

 

Alan Turing was a 

war hero who was 

unrecognised 

during his lifetime.  

 

 



                  

 

Mary Anning 

discovered some 

of the first 

dinosaur bones 

on a beach in 

England. 

 

 

Jamie Oliver 

(healthy food 

choices) 
Jamie Oliver is a 

British chef who 

started a 

campaign called 

Feed Me Better. 

 

Julia 

Donaldson 

(author) 
Julia Donaldson 

is a British 

writer who 

writes children’s 
books. 

 

 

David 

Attenborough 

(environment) 
David 

Attenborough is a 



                  

 

British naturalist 

who has worked in 

television for over 

60 years. He 

teaches people 

about animals and 

the natural world. 

 

 

 

Significant Events – Cause and Consequence 

D
is

ci
p

li
n

a
ry

  

Can begin to 

describe a 

significant 

event in 

their own 

lives 

Describes a 

significant 

event in their 

own lives  

Describe why an 

event in history 

is significant.  

Describe the impact 

of a significant 

event and why it is 

commemorated.  

Describe the cause 

and effect of a 

significant event.  

Explain the 

consequences and 

impact of invasions 

and settlements.  

 

Explain in detail the 

long term impact of 

an event, resulting 

in a legacy.  

Debate the 

significant events 

had both short and 

long term 

consequences.  



                  

 
S

u
b

st
a

n
ti

v
e

  

Birthdays , 

celebrations 

 

Birthdays , 

celebrations  

A coronation is 

when a Prince or 

Princess 

becomes King or 

Queen.  

 

Fairfields 

Primary School 

opened in 2017.  

Great Fire of London 

damaged thousands 

of buildings and 

there is a memorial 

on Pudding Lane. 

 

Gunpowder Plot 

was an act of 

treason against the 

King and is 

remembered on the 

5th November.  

The destruction of 

Pompeii was caused 

by a volcanic 

eruption and the 

effect was Pompeii 

being buried.  

 

Alexander the Great 

created the largest 

empire in the world 

resulting in the Greek 

culture being spread 

across many 

countries.    

Anglo-Saxons 

invaded Britain after 

the Romans for 

land, farming and 

better weather. 

They created 

settlements and 

kingdoms.  

 

The Roman Empire 

expanded over 

many years resulted 

in them ruling over 

most of Europe.  

 

The Vikings came 

from Scandinavia on 

longships and 

settled mainly in 

Danelaw.  

 

The legacy of Queen 

Victoria’s reign was 
the industrial 

revolution, 

economic growth 

and the growth of 

the British Empire.  

 

The legacy of 

Ancient Egypt 

includes the 

pyramids, burial 

rituals and 

hieroglyphics.  

 

Short term 

consequences of 

WWII include 

rations, the Blitz 

and evacuated 

children.  

Long term 

consequences 

include millions of 

Jewish people 

being killed and the 

creation of the 

United Nations.  

 

Causes and effects 

of the sinking of the 

Titanic.   

Interpretation – Change and Continuity 



                  

 
D

is
ci

p
li

n
a

ry
  

Orders 

everyday 

events  

 

Can explain 

how they 

have 

changed 

since they 

were born 

Orders 

everyday 

events with 

increasing 

accuracy and 

using first, 

next etc... 

 

Can explain 

how they 

have changed 

since they 

were born 

 

Describe 

changes in living 

memory using 

first, next and 

then.  

 

 

Describe how an 

aspect of life has 

changed over time.  

Explain how 

technology has 

changed over time 

due to British and 

world inventions.  

Explain how 

invasions cause 

rapid change in 

Britain.  

Explain how change 

is continuously 

happening 

throughout British 

history.  

Explain in detail 

how ideologies and 

beliefs can cause 

change.  

S
u

b
st

a
n

ti
v
e

  

Baby, 

toddler, 

teenager, 

adult, 

elderly  

 

First, next, 

then, finally, 

after that 

Baby, toddler, 

teenager, 

adult, elderly  

 

First, next, 

then, finally, 

after that  

Transport and 

toys have 

changed a lot 

over the last 100 

years.  

 

There are many 

types of 

dinosaurs.  

 

 

 

Milton Keynes has 

changed over time 

from 1967 to now.  

 

Exploration changed 

from ships to space 

craft.  

Farming and tools 

changed due to the 

invention of bronze 

and iron. 

 

Ancient Greek 

inventions of 

democracy, theatre 

and Olympic Games 

impacted the world.   

Romans brought 

roads, architecture 

and central heating 

to Britain.  

 

Life changed in 

Britain after the 

Romans due to 

Anglo Saxon and 

Viking invasions.  

Religion changed 

throughout the 

Tudor times from 

Catholic to 

Protestant 

depending on the 

monarch.  

 

The Magna Carta 

changed the Divine 

Right of Kings and 

outlines basic 

human rights. 

Conflicting 

ideologies caused 

WWII and change 

to Europe.  

 

The Mayan 

Civilisation resulted 

in many cultural, 

technological and 

social changes.  

 

Interpretation – Compare and Contrast 



                  

 
D

is
ci

p
li

n
a

ry
  

 

Listen to 

stories 

about the 

past  

Can compare 

and explain 

the use of 

objects / 

transport / 

toys  used in 

the past  

Identify key 

differences in 

pictures of 

people of events 

in the past.  

Identify similarities 

and differences to 

compare life to 

modern day.  

 

Compare way of life 

between 2 different 

time periods or 

locations.  

Compare an aspect 

of life across 

different time 

periods.  

Compare and 

contrast an aspect 

of life to modern 

day.  

Compare 

leadership, beliefs 

and lifestyle across 

a range of time 

periods.  

S
u

b
st

a
n

ti
v
e

  

Fairytales / 

nursery 

rhymes 

Differences in 

transport / 

toys and 

household 

objects from 

the past  

Key differences 

in Victorian and 

modern day 

schools include 

technology and 

how children 

were treated.  

 

Key differences 

between Queen 

Victoria and 

Queen Elizabeth 

are their 

appearance and 

number of 

children.  

Houses, buildings 

and jobs have 

changed from 1666 

to modern day.  

 

Transport, shops 

and houses in Stony 

Stratford have 

changed compared 

to modern day.  

 

 

Way of life including 

houses and clothes 

changed from Stone 

Age to Iron Age.  

 

Ancient Olympics to 

Modern Day 

Olympics 

comparisons include 

events, types of 

athletes and 

stadiums.   

 

The city state of 

Athens had a strong 

navy, democracy and 

no rights for women 

whereas Sparta had a 

strong army and 

women could join.  

 

Comparing types of 

theatre (Greek, 

Shakespeare, 

modern).  

 

Way of life in 

Romans compared 

to life in Ancient 

Greece include 

religion, buildings 

and culture.  

Way of life in 

Ancient Egypt 

(hierarchy, religion, 

clothing, hobbies)  

 

 

Compare the Tudor 

family tree to the 

Windsor family tree. 

 

 

Comparing leaders 

of WWII and their 

beliefs.  

 

Titanic passengers 

had comparative 

experiences due to 

class system.   

Historical Enquiry 



                  

 
D

is
ci

p
li

n
a

ry
  

Begins to 

understand 

how and 

why 

questions  

 

 

Answer 

questions 

about the 

past 

 

Explain the 

use of objects 

from the past 

 

Shows an 

interest in 

different ways 

of life 

Begin to ask and 

answer 

questions about 

the past.  

 

Use historical 

artefacts and 

pictures to learn 

about the past.  

Sources include 

books, pictures, eye 

witness accounts, 

photographs and 

diaries.  

 

Sources give us a 

detailed account 

about what 

happened in the 

past.  

 

Primary sources are 

from that particular 

time period and 

therefore more 

reliable. Secondary 

sources are a second-

hand account of an 

event.  

 

To draw conclusions 

based on a range of 

primary and 

secondary sources.  

 

Use a range of 

historical sources 

and consider the 

reliability to present 

an in-depth study.   

Explore the validity 

of a range of 

historical sources to 

construct detailed 

and informed 

responses.  

 

To identify historical 

bias to understand 

that there are 2 

sides to an 

argument.  

Think critically, 

weigh evidence and 

consider bias of 

resources before 

making an 

argument or in-

depth historical 

report.  

S
u

b
st

a
n

ti
v
e

 

Talk about 

photos and 

objects from 

the past 

Talk about 

photos and 

objects from 

the past 

 

Asks and 

answers how 

and why 

questions 

Questions can 

be used to find 

out more about 

the dinosaurs 

e.g. what 

happened to the 

dinosaurs? 

 

Artefacts can tell 

us about life 100 

years ago.  

Samuel Pepys’ diary 
tells us a detailed 

account of the Great 

Fire of London. 

 

Sources help us 

learn about the 

journey of explorers 

such as Christopher 

Columbus.  

Pliny the Younger 

was an eye witness 

account of Vesuvius’ 
eruption and is more 

reliable than a 

painting.  

 

Archaeological sites 

such as Skara Brae 

tell us about life in 

the Stone Age.  

A range of historical 

sources can be 

interpreted to find 

out more about 

Sutton Hoo.  

 

A range of sources 

can tell me what life 

was like in Roman 

times including 

culture.  

Sources such as 

accounts and 

portraits to 

determine whether 

Henry VIII was a 

good King.  

 

The Space Race 

sources show bias 

resulting in a 

viewpoint which is 

unbalanced and 

prejudiced.  

 

  

WWII propaganda 

shows types of bias 

including political, 

cultural and racial.  

 

Sources help us 

understand what 

happened during 

the sinking of the 

Titanic, but some 

sources may be 

conflicting.    

Historical Terminology 



                  

 
D

is
ci

p
li

n
a

ry
  

Begins to 

understand 

the terms 

yesterday 

and 

tomorrow  

Shows an 

interest in 

different 

occupations 

and ways of 

life 

Understand key 

roles and jobs in 

society.  

Use historical terms 

to understand key 

events in society.  

Use historical terms 

to understand an 

aspect of live in 

historical periods.  

Use more complex 

historical terms to 

explain and present 

historical 

information.  

Articulate and 

organise important 

historical 

information using 

topic related 

vocabulary.  

Use abstract terms 

to express historical 

ideas and 

information.  

S
u

b
st

a
n

ti
v
e

 

Yesterday, 

today, 

tomorrow  

Archeologist  

 

 

An 

archaeologist 

digs up objects 

to learn about 

the past.  

 

A monarch is a 

king or queen 

who rules a 

country.  

The Gunpowder Plot 

was treason as it 

was a plan to kill the 

king.  

 

Nelson Mandela 

ended segregation 

in South Africa.  

 

 

Stone Age people 

lived a hunter-

gatherer lifestyle 

using tools made 

from flint.  

 

Stonehenge was a 

monument used for 

religious ceremonies 

and a calendar.  

 

Democracy means 

‘rule by the people’ 
where citizens get to 

vote.  

An empire is a term 

used to describe a 

group of countries 

ruled by an emperor 

(Roman Empire)  

 

The Vikings raids 

included the 

monastery 

Lindisfarne.  

 

Native American 

tribes were 

indigenous people.  

A hierarchy is a 

system of oragnising 

people into different 

ranks or levels.  

 

A civilisation is an 

advanced society 

which shares a 

system of laws, 

language and 

culture.  

 

The English Civil War 

1642-1651 was a 

rebellion  

Ideology is a set of 

beliefs held by a 

person or group of 

people, such as 

German Nazism 

and Russian 

Communism.  

 

Sacrifice was a 

religious activity in 

Maya culture 

involving the killing 

of humans or 

animals.  

 


