
 

Spelling Progression Grid 2025-2026 
 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn 1 

W
e

e
k

 1
 The sounds /f/ and /s/, 

spelt ‘ff’ and ‘ss’ 
 

The sounds /n/ spelt ‘kn’ 
and ‘gn’ 

Words with the long /e/ 

sound spelt with ei 

Words with /aw/ spelt 

with augh and au 

Words with endings 

that sound like /shuhs/ 

spelt with –cious 

Ambitious Synonyms: 

Adjectives 

W
e

e
k

 2
 

The sounds /l/ and /k/, 

/z/ spelt ‘ll’, ‘zz’ and ‘ck’ 
The sounds /r/ spelt ‘wr’ at 
the beginning of words 

Words with the long /e/ 

sound spelt with ey 

Adding the prefix in- 

(meaning ‘not’ or ‘into’) 
Words with endings 

that sound like /shuhs/ 

spelt with –tious or 

 -ious 

Homophones & near 

Homophones:  

Nouns that end in -ce/-

cy and verbs that end in 

-se/-sy 

 

(advice advise device 

devise licence license 

practice practise 

prophecy prophesy) 

W
e

e
k

 3
 

Adding the endings  

–ing, –ed and –er to 

verbs where no change 

is needed to the root 

word 

The sound /s/ spelt ‘c’ 
before e, i and y 

Words with the long /a/ 

sound spelt with ai 

Adding the prefix im- 

(before a root word 

starting with ‘m’ or ‘p’) 

Words with the short 

vowel sound /i/ spelt 

with y 

Adjectives ending in -

ant into nouns ending in 

-ance and -ancy 

W
e

e
k

 4
 

The sound spelt n 

before g ‘ng’ 
 

The sound spelt n 

before k ‘nk’ 

The sound /j/ spelt with 

 ‘-dge’ and ‘-ge’  
Words with /er/ sound 

spelt with ear 

Adding the prefix il- 

(before a root word 

starting with ‘l’) and the 
prefix ir- (before a root 

word staring with ‘r’) 
 

Words with the long 

vowel sound /i/ spelt 

with y 

Adjectives ending in -

ent into nouns ending in 

-ence and -ency 



 

Spelling Progression Grid 2025-2026 
 

 

W
e

e
k

 5
 

The sound /ch/ spelt 

‘ch’ 
 

The sound /ch/ spelt –
‘tch’ 

The sound /j/ often spelt 

with g before e, i and y.  

The sound /j/ always spelt 

with ’j’ before a, o and u 

Homophones & near 

homophones 

 

(here hear heel heal main 

mane mail male knot not) 

Homophones & near 

homophones 

 

(medal meddle missed 

mist scene seen board 

bored which witch) 

Homophones & near 

homophones 

 

(past passed proceed 

precede aisle isle aloud 

allowed affect effect) 

Hyphens: To join a 

prefix ending in a vowel 

to a root word 

beginning with a vowel 

W
e

e
k

 6
 

The sound v  

 

The /v/ sound at the 

end of words spelt with 

‘ve’ 

Common Exception Words Homophones & near 

homophones 

 

(berry bury brake break 

meet meat ball bawl fair 

fare) 

Words with /shun/ 

endings spelt with ‘sion’ 
(if root word ends in ‘se’, 
‘de’ or ‘d’) 

Homophones & near 

homophones 

 

(farther father guessed 

guest heard herd led 

lead mourning 

morning) 

Words ending in  

-ible 

W
e

e
k

 7
 Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Words ending in  

-ibly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 



 

Spelling Progression Grid 2025-2026 
 

 

Autumn 2 

W
e

e
k

 1
 

The digraphs ‘ai‘ and ‘oi’  The sound /l/ spelt with  

‘-le’ at the end of words 

Creating adverbs using the 

suffix -ly (no change to root 

word) 

Words with a /shuhn/ 

sound, spelt with ‘sion’ (if 
root word ends in ‘se’, 
‘de’ or ‘d’) 

Words with 'silent' 

letters 

 

(doubt lamb debt 

thumb solemn autumn 

column knight knuckle 

knot) 

Words ending in  

-able 

W
e

e
k

 2
 

The digraphs ‘ay’ and 
‘oy’  

The sound /l/ spelt with 

 ‘-el’ at the end of words 

Creating adverbs using the 

suffix -ly (root word ends in 

‘y’ with more than one 
syllable) 

Words with a /shuhn/ 

sound, spelt with ‘ssion’ 
(if root word ends in ‘ss’ 
or ‘mit’) 

Words with 'silent' 

letters 

 

(wrestle wrapper island 

aisle debris mortgage 

castle yacht guarantee 

guilty) 

Words ending in  

-able 

W
e

e
k

 3
 

The sound /oa/ spelt 

with the vowel digraphs 

‘oa’, ‘ow’, ‘oe’  

The sound /l/ spelt with ‘-il’ 
and ‘-al’ at the end of 

words 

Creating adverbs using the 

suffix -ly (root word ends in 

‘le’) 

Words with a / shuhn/ 

sound, spelt with ‘tion’ (if 
root word ends in ‘te’ or 
‘t' / or has no definite 
root) 

Modal verbs Words ending in -ably 

W
e

e
k

 4
 

The sound /ee/ spelt ‘e’ 
and with the vowel 

digraph ‘ee’ 

The sound /igh/ spelt with 

‘-y’ at the end of words 

Creating adverbs using the 

suffix -ly (root word ends in 

‘ic’ or ‘al’) 

Words with a /shuhn/ 

sound, spelt with ‘cian’ (if 
root word ends in ‘c’ or 
‘cs’) 

Words ending in ‘ment’ Word families based on 

common words, 

showing how words are 

related in form and 

meaning 

W
e

e
k

 5
 

The vowel digraph ‘ea’ Adding –ies to nouns and 

verbs ending in -y 

Creating adverbs using the 

suffix -ly (exceptions to the 

rules) 

Words with ‘ough’ to 
make a long /o/, /oo/ or 

/or/ sound 

Adverbs of possibility 

and frequency 

Word families based on 

common words, 

showing how words are 

related in form and 

meaning 



 

Spelling Progression Grid 2025-2026 
 

 

W
e

e
k

 6
 

The vowel digraph ‘ie’ 
making the /igh/ and 

/ee/ sounds 

Common Exception Words Statutory spelling  

 

(believe appear often 

group breath continue 

arrive women describe 

height) 

Statutory spelling 

 

(interest experiment 

potatoes favourite 

imagine material 

promise opposite minute 

increase) 

 

Statutory spelling 

 

(vegetable vehicle 

bruise soldier stomach 

recommend leisure 

privilege occur 

neighbour) 

 

Creating diminutives 

using prefixes micro- or 

mini- 

W
e

e
k

 7
 Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Spring 1 

W
e

e
k

 1
 

The trigraph igh Adding –ed, -er and –est to 

a word ending in –y with a 

consonant before it 

Words with short /i/ sound 

spelt with ‘y’ 
Homophones & near 

Homophones 

 

(accept except affect 

effect aloud allowed 

weather whether whose 

who’s) 

Creating nouns using 

 -ity suffix 

Adding suffixes 

beginning with vowel 

letters to words ending 

in -fer 
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W
e

e
k

 2
 

The vowel digraph ‘ar’ Adding –ing to a word 

ending in –y with a 

consonant before it 

Adding suffixes beginning 

with a vowel (er/ed/ing) to 

words with more than one 

syllable (unstressed last 

syllable - DO NOT double 

the final consonant) 

Homophones & near 

Homophones 

 

(cereal serial check 

cheque through threw 

draft draught stares 

stairs) 

Creating nouns using 

 -ness suffix 

Words with a long /e/ 

sound spelt ‘ie’ or ‘ei’ 
after c (and exceptions) 

W
e

e
k

 3
 

The vowel digraph ‘er’  Adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est 

and –y to words ending in  

–e with a consonant before 

it 

Adding suffixes beginning 

with a vowel 

(er/ed/en/ing) to words 

with more than one 

syllable (stressed last 

syllable - double the final 

consonant) 

Nouns ending in the suffix 

-ation 

Creating nouns using 

 -ship suffix 

Words with the long /e/ 

sound spelt ‘ie’ or ‘ei’ 
after c (and exceptions) 

W
e

e
k

 4
 

The vowel digraph ‘ir’ 
and ‘ur’ 

Adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est 

and –y to words of one 

syllable ending in a single 

consonant after a single 

vowel 

Creating negative 

meanings using prefix mis- 

Nouns ending in the suffix 

-ation 

Homophones & near 

Homophones 

 

(stationary stationery 

steal steel wary weary 

who’s whose fate fete) 

Word families based on 

common words, 

showing how words are 

related in form and 

meaning 

 

(commit committee 

transmit submit 

commitment emit 

permit intermittent 

omit unremitting) 
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W
e

e
k

 5
 

Adding –er and –est to 

adjectives where no 

change is needed to the 

root word 

The sound /or/ spelt ‘a’ 
before l or ll 

Creating negative 

meanings using prefix dis- 

Adding the prefix sub- 

(meaning ‘under’) and 
adding the prefix super- 

(meaning ‘above’) 

Homophones & near 

Homophones 

 

(alter altar ascent 

assent bridal bridle 

cereal serial 

compliment 

complement) 

Word families based on 

common words, 

showing how words are 

related in form and 

meaning 

 

(interrupt interfere 

intercept interject 

intertwine interim 

internal intersperse 

interloper interest) 

W
e

e
k

 6
 

Days of the week/ 

Common Exception 

Words 

Common Exception Words Words with a /k/ sound 

spelt with ‘ch’ 
Plural possessive 

apostrophes with plural 

words 

Homophones & near 

Homophones 

 

(principal principle 

profit prophet descent 

dissent desert dessert 

draft draught) 

Statutory spelling 

 

(attached available 

average competition 

conscience controversy 

correspond embarrass 

especially exaggerate) 

W
e

e
k

 7
 Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling Progression Grid 2025-2026 
 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Spring 2 

W
e

e
k

 1
 

The sound /k/ spelt with 

‘k’ before e, i and y 

The sound /u/ spelt with ‘o’ Homophones & near 

Homophones 

 

(grate great grown groan 

plain plane peace piece 

rain reign) 

Words with the /s/ sound 

spelt with ‘sc’ 
Words with an /or/ 

sound spelt ‘or’ 
Words with endings 

which sound like /shuhl/ 

after a vowel letter 

W
e

e
k

 2
 

The split vowel digraphs 

‘a-e’ and ‘e-e’ 
The sound /ee/ spelt with 

 ‘-ey’ 
Homophones & near 

Homophones 

 

(scent sent vain vein rode 

road steel steal waist 

waste) 

Words with a ‘soft c’ spelt 
with ‘ce’ 

Words with /or/ sound 

spelt ‘au’ 
Words with endings 

which sound like /shuhl/ 

after a consonant letter 

W
e

e
k

 3
 The split vowel digraphs 

‘i-e’ ‘o-e’ 
The /o/ sound spelt with ‘a’ 
after w and qu 

Adding the prefix bi- 

(meaning ‘two’ or ‘twice’) 
and adding the prefix re- 

(meaning ‘again’ or back’) 

Words with a ‘soft c’ spelt 
with ‘ci’ 

Convert nouns or 

adjectives into verbs 

using the suffix -ate 

Words with a ‘soft c’ 
spelt ‘ce’ 

W
e

e
k

 4
 

The /yoo/ and /oo/ 

sounds spelt with the 

split digraph 

‘u-e’ 

The stressed/er/ sound 

spelt with ‘or’ after w (for 

example, word) 

 

and the sound / or/ spelt 

‘ar’ after w (for example, 

warm) 

Words ending in the /g/ 

sound spelt ‘gue’ and the 
/k/ sound spelt ‘que’ 

Word families based on 

common words, showing 

how words are related in 

form and meaning. 

 

(phone phonics 

microphone telephone 

homophone real reality 

realistic unreal 

realisation) 

Convert nouns or 

adjectives into verbs 

using the suffix -ise 

Word families based on 

common words, 

showing how words are 

related in form and 

meaning 

 

(accommodate 

accompany access 

accuse accost accrue 

accuracy accomplish 

accumulate accentuate) 
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W
e

e
k

 5
 

The vowel digraph ‘oo’ The sound /zh/ spelt ‘s’ Words with a /sh/ sound 

spelt with ‘ch’ 
Word families based on 

common words, showing 

how words are related in 

form and meaning. 

 

(solve solution insoluble 

dissolve solvent sign 

signature assign design 

signal) 

Convert nouns or 

adjectives into verbs 

using the suffix -ify 

Word families based on 

common words, 

showing how words are 

related in form and 

meaning 

 

(signature assign design 

designate significant 

resignation resign 

insignificant assignment 

signal) 

W
e

e
k

 6
 

The sounds /oo/ and 

/yoo/ spelt with ‘ue’ 
‘ew’ 

Common Exception Words Statutory spelling 

 

(address busy business 

heart fruit breathe 

strange complete extreme 

forwards) 

Statutory spelling 

 

(length strength purpose 

history different difficult 

separate suppose 

therefore knowledge) 

Convert nouns or 

adjectives into verbs 

using the suffix -en 

Statutory spelling 

 

(foreign apparent 

appreciate persuade 

individual language 

sufficient determined 

explanation 

pronunciation) 

W
e

e
k

 7
 Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Summer 1 
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W
e

e
k

 1
 

The vowel digraphs ‘ow’ 
and ‘ou’ 

The suffixes –ment, -ness 

and -ful 

Words ending in -ary Adding the prefix inter- 

(meaning ‘between’ or 
‘among’) 

Words containing the 

letter string ‘ough’ 
Word families based on 

common words, 

showing how words are 

related in form and 

meaning 

 

(programme telegram 

hologram diagram 

grammar grammatical 

parallelogram 

monogram 

programmer program) 

W
e

e
k

 2
 Words ending with the 

sound /e/ spelt with ‘y’ 
The suffixes –less and –ly Words with a short /u/ 

sound spelt with ‘o’ 
Adding the prefix anti- 

(meaning ‘against’) 
Words containing the 

letter string ‘ough’ 
Words with a long /o/ 

sound spelt ‘ou’ or ‘ow’ 

W
e

e
k

 3
 The vowel digraph ‘or’ 

and the vowel trigraph 

‘ore’ 

Words ending in -tion Words with a short /u/ 

sound spelt with ‘ou’ 
Adding the prefix auto- 

(meaning ‘self’ or ‘own’) 
Adverbials of time Words that can be 

nouns and verbs 

W
e

e
k

 4
 

The vowel digraphs ‘aw’ 
and ‘au’ 

Contractions Word families based on 

common words, showing 

how words are related in 

form and meaning. 

 

(instruct structure 

construction instruction 

instructor unit union 

united universe university) 

Adding the prefix ex- 

(meaning ‘out’) 
Adverbials of place Words that can be 

nouns and verbs 
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W
e

e
k

 5
 

The vowel trigraph ‘air’ 
and ‘are’ 

The possessive apostrophe 

s 

Word families based on 

common words, showing 

how words are related in 

form and meaning. 

 

(scope telescope 

microscope horoscope 

periscope inspect 

spectator respect 

perspective spectacles) 

Adding the prefix non- 

(meaning ‘not’) 
Words with an /ear/ 

sound spelt ‘ere’ 
Hyphens: To join 

compound adjectives to 

avoid ambiguity 

W
e

e
k

 6
 

The vowel trigraph ‘ear’ Common Exception Words Word families based on 

common words, showing 

how words are related in 

form and meaning. 

 

(press suppress express 

compress impress prevent 

invent venture adventure 

eventful) 

 

Words ending in -ar and -

er 

Statutory spelling 

 

(amateur ancient 

bargain muscle queue 

recognise twelfth 

profession develop 

harass) 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

W
e

e
k

 7
 Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

 

 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Summer 2 



 

Spelling Progression Grid 2025-2026 
 

 

W
e

e
k

 1
 

New consonant spelling 

‘ph’ and ‘wh’ 
Homophones and near 

homophones 

 

(there their they’re here 
hear see sea to too two) 

Words ending in the suffix  

-al 

 

Adding the suffix -ous  

(No change to root word) 

Unstressed vowels in 

polysyllabic words 

Synonyms & antonyms 

 

(bellowed screeched 

squealed shrieked 

squawked whispered 

murmured breathed 

sighed muttered) 

W
e

e
k

 2
 

Adding the prefix –un 

without any change to 

the spelling of the root 

word 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

 

(be bee quite quiet bare 

bear one won son sun) 

Words ending with an 

/zhuh/ sound spelt with 

‘sure’ 

The suffix -ous  

(No definitive root word) 

Adding verb prefixes de- 

and re- 

Synonyms & antonyms 

 

(immense vast gigantic 

gargantuan mammoth 

miniature miniscule 

insignificant 

microscopic petite) 

W
e

e
k

 3
 

Adding s and es to 

words 

Homophones and near 

homophones 

 

(night knight blue blew 

hole whole write right) 

Words ending with a 

/chuh/ sound spelt with 

‘ture’ 

Adding the suffix -ous 

(Words ending in ‘y’ 
become ‘i’ and words 
ending in ‘our’ become 
‘or’) 

Adding verb prefix over- Synonyms & antonyms 

 

(ecstatic jovial exultant 

elated delighted 

despondent forlorn 

dejected woeful dismal) 

W
e

e
k

 4
 

Compound words 

 

(football playground 

farmyard bedroom 

blackberry lighthouse 

sometimes bathroom 

classroom teatime) 

Months of the year/ time Words ending with a 

/chuh/ sound spelt as 

‘ture’ 

Adding the suffix -ous 

(Words ending in ‘e’ drop 
the ‘e’ but not ‘ge’) 

Convert nouns or verbs 

into adjectives using 

suffix -ful 

Synonyms & antonyms 

 

(deafening piercing 

blaring ear-piercing 

raucous silent tranquil 

inaudible unobtrusive 

peaceful) 
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W
e

e
k

 5
 

Common Exception 

Words 

Common Exception Words Revise words with silent 

letters 

 

(island answer write 

wrapper knife knock 

thumb doubt half calm) 

Adverbials of frequency 

and possibility 

 

(regularly occasionally 

frequently usually rarely 

perhaps maybe certainly 

possibly probably) 

Convert nouns or verbs 

into adjectives using 

suffix -ive 

Synonyms & antonyms 

 

(scorching searing 

sizzling blistering 

sweltering chilly frozen 

arctic bitter wintry) 

W
e

e
k

 6
 

Common Exception 

Words 

Common Exception Words Revise words with silent 

letters 

 

(build guide guard wheat 

whale honest whirl gnome 

gnaw surprise) 

Adverbials of frequency 

and possibility 

 

(awkwardly frantically 

curiously obediently 

carefully rapidly 

unexpectedly 

deliberately hurriedly 

reluctantly) 

Convert nouns or verbs 

into adjectives using 

suffix -al 

Synonyms & antonyms 

 

(ambled tottered 

strolled staggered 

sauntered sprinted 

raced darted dashed 

galloped) 

W
e

e
k

 7
 Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

Revision of all spelling 

patterns taught this half 

term. 

 


